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The  following  letter  was  sent  m 
response  to  the  CBC  Tuesday  Night 
Program  entitled:  "Nothing  to  Hide". 
Ostensibly,  the  program  was  billed 
as  dealing  with  the  Gay  Liberation 
Movement,  but  in  the  opinion  of  most 
of  the  Ontario  Homophile  groups  was 
anything  but  accurate.  The  article 
which  follows  the  letter  is  an  ac- 
count of  the  events  following  the 
airing  of  the  program. 


Mr.  John  Kerr, 

Area  Supervisor,  Information  Services 

Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp,, 

354  Jarvls  Street, 

Toronto,  Ontario 

Dear  Sir; 

On  November  30,  1971,  the  C.B.C. 
aired  a  program  at  10:00  p.m.  on  the 
Tuesday  Night  series  called  "Nothing 
to  Hide".  The  program  was  to  have 
been  on  the  subject  of  gay  liberation 
Not  only  does  the  program  completely 
ignore  that  subject,  but  it  shows  a 
very  narrow  biased  viewpoint.  Be- 
low are   a  few  points  that  show  the 
ignorance  of  the  director,  the  pro- 
ducer, and  the  participants  of  that 
show  on  the  subject  of  gay  life. 

-The  program  is  dated.  The  pro- 
gram was  filmed  a  year  ago  and  is_ 
completely  irrelevant  as  to  what  is 


sexuality  tn  that  I 
was  made  of  the  attitudes  i 
psychiatrists  (Dr.  Pomeroy,  Dr.  Geb- 
hard.  Dr.  Szasz)  who  vehemently  dis- 
agree with  Dr.  Hatterer's  illness 
theory.  Not  all  psychiatrists  be- 
lieve that  homosexuality  is  an  ill- 
ness though  it  is  to  their  economic 
advantage  to  propagandize  such  opin- 
ions. 

-The  view  of  the  gay  community 
shown  in  this  program  was  that  of  an 
outsider,  concentrating  on  the  exter- 
nal aspects  e.g.  the  streets,  steam 
baths,  bars,  etc.  Apart  from  the 
interview  with  Dick.  Leitsch  and  his 
lover,  who  cannot  be  considered  as 
representatives  of  the  entire  gay 
community,  the  viewer  is  lead  to 
associate  gay  life  with  pornography, 
anonymous  sexuality,  "sexual  addict- 
ion and  sadomasochism.  The  diversity 
of  individuals  in  the  gay  community 
was  in  no  way  made  clear.  We  were 
once  again  lumped  into  the  one  cat- 
egory of  the  homosexual . 

-The  program  moreover  gives  the 
viewer  the  assumption  that  every- 
thing in  the  gay  world  is  centered 
on  sex.  If  there  is  a  concern  for 
sex  in  the  gay  community,  it  paral- 
lels the  obsession  with  colour  in 
the  black  community.  One  is  of 
course  concerned  with  the  source  of 
one's  oppression.  This  is  not  ex- 
plained in  the  program.  No  mention 
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program  reinforces  strict  conformity 
to  sexual  re  ng  so-cal- 

led feminini'  qualities  in  rven  and 
applauding  so-called  feminine  qual- 
ities in  women. 

-The  camera  work  and  subjects 
filmed  were  sloppy  hos- 

en.  The  cameraman  used  bizarre  cam- 
era angles  portraying  the  homosexual 
like  an  animal  in  a  cage.  Misty 
shots  of  Times  Square  at  night  and 
pornography  shops  associated  homo- 
sexuality with  an  extremely  sordid 
aesthetic.  This  is  especially  in- 
sidious since  the  viewers  retain  far 
more  of  the  visual  impression  than 
of  the  verbal  content. 

The  most  destructive  aspect  of 
the  program  was  its  concentration  on 
the  results  of  the  oppression  of 
homosexuality  without  in  any  way 
dealing  with  the  source  of  our  prob- 
lems, heterosexual  prejudice.  It 
did  not  expose  the  legal  oppression 
we  face,  the  discrimination  in  the 
courts,  employment  and  housing,  nor 
the  hate  propaganda  put  out  by  our 
schools,  churches,  government,  so- 
called  medical  authorities  and  public 
media.  It  did  not  analyze  our  fight 
against  bigotry  and  our  struggle  to 
attain  self-respect  and  pride  in  the 
face  of  overt  oppresssion.  Putting 
the  onus  on  homosexuals  to  justify 
themselves  rather  than  heterosexuals 
justifying  their  prejudice  and  con- 
formist sexual  attitudes,  the  pro- 


pUT-OFF 


or 


JtfoTjyiH©    ro  H/dE  ©.*  nothing    to   Show 


9. 


happening  now  in  the  gay  liberation 
movement.  The  proliferation  of  gay 
organizations  both  in  Canada  and  the 
United  States  as  well  as  the  diver- 
sity of  social  and  political  prog- 
rammes of  these  groups  were  in  no 
way  explained.  The  Mattachine  Soc- 
iety is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
conservative  of  homophile  associat- 
ions (perhaps  chosen  for  this  very 
reason  so  as  to  be  less  disturbing 
for  a  heterosexual  audience)  and  is 
in  no  way  representative  of  the 
greater  political  awareness  seen  in 
other  groups.  Dick  Leitsch  himself 
has  since  been  forced  to  resign  from 
the  Mattachine  Society  by  its  mem- 
berhip  and  can  in  no  way  be  a  spokes- 
man for  that  group. 

-This  was  a  Canadian  production 
yet  it  was  filmed  in  New  York  City 
even  though  there  were,  at  the  time 
of  filming,  many  people  involved  in 
the  Canadian  gay  liberation  move- 
ment. The  program  in  no  way  dealt 
with  issues  facing  homosexuals  in 
Canada  e.g.  the  effects  of  the  Crim- 
inal Code  amendment,  the  relation- 
ship with  the  struggles  of  Canadian 
women,  Indians  and  Quebecois  nor  the 
struggle  for  civil  rights  in  Canada. 

-The  professional  opinion  in  this 
program  was  entirely  one  sided.  Dr. 
Hatterer's  ideas  were  presented  as 
the  concensus  of  psychiatric  opinion 
when  in  fact  they  merely  represent 
one  view  (dated  at  that)  of  homo- 


was  made  of  the  many  long-term  re- 
lationships among  homosexuals. 

-The  program  shows  no  humanity 
among  gays  beyond  the  category  of 
homosexual.  It  gives  the  assumption 
to  the  viewers  that  the  gay  life 
style  is  one  of  total  irresponsib- 
ility and  fun-seeking.  It  doesn't 
show  the  serious  soul -searching  gays 
must  undergo  to  have  the  courage  to 
stand  up  to  social  prejudice.  It 
doesn't  show  us  in  our  jobs,  families, 
and  viable  human  relationships.  This 
show  was  totally  obsessed  with  our 
sexuality  which  is  only  one  aspect 
of  our  total  being. 

-The  program,  by  concentrating 
solely  on  male  homosexuality  with- 
out any  proportionate  comparison 
with  the  problems  of  heterosexual 
relationships,  isolated  homosexuals. 

We  are  seen  as  being  outside  society 
a  separate  group  rather  than  as  part 
of  the  totality  of  our  pluralistic 
society.  Moreover,  homosexuality 
is  seen  as  separate  and  different 
from  heterosexual ity  rather  than  as 
merely  one  more  aspect  of  our  total 
sexuality. 

-The  program  was  totaly  sexist. 
It  makes  no  mention  of  female  homo- 
sexuals and  the  double  oppression 
they  face  being  women  and  homosexual. 
As  in  most  discussions  of  homosexual- 
ity, the  Impression  is  given  that  it 
is  solely  a  male  issue.  Moreover,  the 


gram  once  again  reinforced  the  guilt 
and  fear  that  society  has  inflicted 
on  gays. 

In  summation,  this  program  is  an 
insult  to  all  homosexual  men  and 
women.  As  Canadian  taxpayers  we  ob- 
ject to  the  use  of  our  tax  dollars 
to  produce  slanderous  and  prejudicial 
propaganda.  It  seems  that  the  Canad- 
ian media  is  following  that  of  the 
United  States  by  distorting  the  real 
progress  made  by  the  gay  liberation 
movement.  Even  the  title  of  the 
show  was  in  error,  it  should  have 
been  called  "Dr.  Hatterer'.s  Hour". 
This  program  insults  the  intelligence 
of  the  viewer  and  uses  its  influence 
to  enforce  the  myths  and  untruths 
that  the  gay  liberation  movement  is 
trying  to  eradicate. 

Yours  Sincerely, 

George  Hislop, 
C.H.A.T. 

Charles  Hill. 
U.T.H.A. 

Jerry  Moldenhauer, 

Editorial  Collective,  Body  Politic 

Tony  Metie, 
Toronto  Gay  Action 

Roger  Wilkes, 
Y.U.H.A. 
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The  response  to  CBC's  airing  of 
"Nothing  to  Hide"  started  immediately 
after  the  show  on  Tuesday  night,  Nov. 
30th.  Originally,  we  had  intended  to 
watch  the  program  and  then  leave  for 
The  Parkslde  Tavern  to  push  this  pap- 
er. But  "Nothing  to  Hide"  qenerated 
more  enthusiasm  from  'gay  libbers'than 
I  think  the  producer  and  director  had 
expected.  The  travesty  of  this  cel- 
luloid gargoyle  demanded  an  immediate 
response. 

Realizing  that  our  effort  would 
mainly  be  in  vain  due  to  the  hour 
(approximately  11  p.m. J  we  (ten  of 
us)  nonetheless  decided  to  let  the 
CBC  know  what  it  really  means  to  have 
'nothing  to  hide*.  We  paid  them  a 
little  visit  at  the  Jarvis  St.  head- 
quarters (one  building  being  more 
than  approplately  called  'The  Krem- 
lin'). 

Indignant  though  we  were,  our  sp- 
irits and  enthusiasm  were  high  and 
the  mood  was  one.  of  serious  joviality 
after  all,  we  were  marching  Into  the 
camp  of  the  enemy.  But,  alas,  there 
was  no  enemy  to  confront  save  the  re- 
ceptionist. She  was  pleasant  and  co- 
operative while  informing  us  that 
those  responsible  for  the  program  were 
undoubtedly  home  in  bed  with  dreams 
of  new  exposes  flickering  their  heads. 
We  were,  however,  reminded  that  this 
was  not  a  public  building  and  our 
presence  was  not  entirely  welcome,  so 
would  we  please  leave.  Our  departure 
was  hastened  by  a  security  guard  when 
the  flicker  of  a  camera  shutter  and 
the  light  of  a  flashbulb  disrupted 
the  serenity  and  quietude  of  the  aus- 
tere atmosphere. 

The  next  few  days  were  spent  in 
preparing  our  official  response  to 
the  C8C  executives  directly  respon- 
sible for  the  program:  Jeanine  Locke 
the  director;  William  Harcourt,  the 
executive  producer;  and  John  Kerr, 
the  Area  Supervisor  for  Information 
Services.  A  threefold  strategy  was 
adopted;  to  send  a  letter  of  protest 
detailing  our  specific  grievances 
(see  above},  to  secure  a  meeting  with 
the  above  three  persons  to  discuss 
the  program  and  our  objections  to  it, 
and,  finally,  to  wave  the  flag  a  bit 
by  holding  a  demonstration  in  front 
of  the  Jarvis  St.  CBC  offices. 

The  letter  was  drafted  and  mailed 
and  an  appointment  with  our  protagan- 

ist  obtained:  showdown  time  was  set 

for  Friday,  December  10th  at  9:30  a  m 
But  on  Wednesday,  December  8th," a 
new  crinkle  developed  --  the  'gay 

libbies'  weren't  playinq  cricket.  An 
audience  had  been  granted,  but  they 
were  still  planning  on  holding  a  dem- 
onstration. Now  wasn't  this  taking 

nothing  to  hide1  a  bit  too  far. 
Afterall,  why  make  public  what  can  be 
handled  in  private:  the  meeting  was 
therefore  off.  But  the  'libbies'  had 


learned  their  lessons  too  well  -  if 
there  is  'nothing  to  hide',  why  hide? 
The  demonstration  was  onl  The  press 
was  notified,  banners  readied  and  the 
time  was  set  for  9:30  a.m.,  Friday, 
December  10th.  Our  spirits  were  giv- 
en an  additional  boost  when  word  came 
Thursday  that  the  CBC  executives  dis- 
covered that  'nothing  to  hide*  entail- 
ed going  public  and  thus  the  demo  was 
cricket.  So  the  tete-a-tete  was  re- 
scheduled: 3p.m.  Friday,  December  10th. 
9:30  a.m.  Friday  morning  -  a  little 
chilly  and  foggy  with  threats  of  rain. 
Now  the  demonstration  was  not  the 
greatest  of  successes,  but  neither  was 
it  a  failure.  Considering  that  about 
four  regulars  were  absent  and  four 
new  faces'  present,  by  new  math  stand- 
ards we  could  tabulate  a  figure  of 
seventeen  persons  demonstrating,  al- 
though the  actual  number  was  thirteen. 
But  the  real  success  came  with  the 
welcoming  committe  that  awaited  us: 
four  uniformed  Metro  Police  and  four 
plainclothesmen  (RCMP's?)  neatly 
tucked  away  -  quite  conspicuously  - 
in  their  blue  Chevy,  or  was  it  a  Ford. 
A  point  of  controversy  among  us  'not- 
hing to  hiders'  was  whether  the  dude 
taking  pictures  from  the  third  story 
window  across  the  street  was  a  per- 
manent resident  of  the  building,  or 
chief  zoom-lense  photographer  for 
the  KGB.  The  point  being  that  we 
weren't  ignored. 

The  friendly  patrolmen  informed  us 
that  our  efforts  merited  half  the 
sidewalk,  marching  in  single  file. 
Being  law-abiding  and  tax-paying  cit- 
izen-fags we  naturally  complied.  Tor- 
onto Gay  Action's  banner  lead  the  big 
parade,  with  numerous  placards  close 
behind:  "We  Want  Equal  Time", "What 
Has  The  CBC  Got  To  Hide"  and,  "the 
most  noteworthy,  "Lawrence  Batterer 
Is  A  Murderer. " 

And  we  were  noticed.  We  were  not- 
iced by  all  the  employees  of  the  CBC 
as  they  watched  -  some  bemused,  some 
beguiled  -  from  their  office  windows. 
Indeed,  a  few  took  courage  and  came 
outside  to  take  a  closer  look,  having 
our  course,  'nothing  to  hide*.  We 
were  noticed  by  the  back-uped  traffic 
on -Jarvis  St.,  as  cars  slowed  down  or 
stopped  to  discover  the  source  of  this 
discontent.  We  were  noticed  by  a  couple 
of  newsmen  who  responded  to  our  press 
releases.  But  most  of  all,  we  were 
noticed  by  the  plainclothesmen  in  that 
blue  car  -  license  number 
who,  after  discovering  that  they  had 
'nothing  to  hide'  because  they  were 


no  longer  hidden  (I  think  the  lawmen 
jingo  is  'our  cover  was  blown')  openly 
snapped  our  pictures  -  for  whatever 
purpose  we  cannot  imagine.  Such  in- 
terest demanded  reciprocity;  we  snap- 
ped their's  also. 

So  up  and  down  we  marched  on  Jarvis 
St.  that  day  for  over  an  hour.  After 
awhile  the  officers  decided  a  threat 
to  national  security  we  were  not  and 
thus  they  left  to  maintain  their  vigil 
from  the  comfort  and  warmth  of  their 
patrol  car:  did  this  mean  we  were 
accepted?  A  few  pictures  for  our 
'Gay  Lib  Photo  Albums'  and  we  were 
off,  but  not  without  first  presenting 
appropriate  mementos  to  those  who 
were  there  to  'serve  and  protect':  a 
copy  of  The  Body-Politic,  each. 

To  give  a  complete  account  of  the 
meeting  with  the  CBC  officials  would 
be  nothing  less  than  horrendous,  for 
it  was  a  horrendous  three  hour  meet- 
ing full  of  'sound  and  fury  signifying 
. . . ' ,  but  I'm  getting  ahead  of  myself. 
Having  'nothing  to  hide'  were  Dave 
Newcome,  general  coordinator  of  the 
protest  and  representing  Toronto  Gay 
Action;  Chris  Fox  representing  the 

continued  next  page 
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.omen's  group;  Charlie  Hill  spokesman 
for  the  University  of  Toronto  Homophile 
Association;  Jolin  Dunbar,  president 
of  Waterloo  Universities'  Gay  Liber- 
ation Front;  George  Hislop,  director 
of  the  Community  Homophile  Association 
of  Toronto;  and  myself  representing 
this  publication.  We  were  met  by 
John  Kerr,  William  Harcourt,  a  Mr. 
Smith  (later  discovered  to  be  CBC  s 
public  relations  man,  but  a  silent 
participant  throughout  the  entire 
meeting)  and  later  we  were  joined  by 
Jeanine  Locke. 

1  remember  once  reading  an  essay 
entitled  "The  Harm  That  Good  Hen  Do" 
--  it  kept  running  through  my  mind 
during  our  meeting.  Our  basic  demand 
was  for  some  form  of  equal  time  to 
deal  with  the  misconceptions  present- 
ed in  the  documentary.  But  no  dice. 
It  would  be  too  easy  to  cast  these 
people  into  pernicious  and  power-trip- 
ping types.  I  believe^and  1  think 
the  rest  of  my  colleagues  likewise 
agreed,  that  our  protaganists  were 
sincere  in  their  belief  that  no  harm 
or  malice  was  intended  by  the  program. 
They  honestly  believed  that  they  had 
presented  a  fair  and  impartial  doc- 
umentary. 

Yet,  they  were  completely  at  a 
loss  to  handle  the  barrage  of  statis- 
tics, facts,  observations  and  critic- 
isms which  we  levelled  against  the 
program.  Kerr,  being  the  main  spokes- 
men for  the  CBC,  rejected  out  of  hand 
the  political  implications  of  'Nothing 
to  Hide',  or  the  fact  that  Lawrence 
Hatterer  had  no  more  authority  to 
speak  'ex  catherdra'  regarding  homo- 
sexuality than  any  supposed  expert 
on  the  topic.  Nor  would  Jeanine  Locke 
the  director,  entertain  the  possibility 
that  Dick  Leitsch  and  his  lover  were 
not  representative  of  homosexuals,  let 
alone  representative  of  the  gay  liber- 
ation movement.  Still  further,  their 
explanation  for  why  the  documentary 
was  filmed  in  New  York  City  was  that 
there  were  no  gay  people  in  Canada 
that  they  could  find  who  would  be  wil- 
ling to  appear  publically,  nor  was 
there  the  perrenial  psychiatric  'ex- 
pert' to  be  found  in  Canada.  Not,  of 
course,  to  have  an  'expert'  on  the 
program  would  be  in  their  view,  to 
provide  a  platform  for  a  political 
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qroup  which  was  a  trifle  difficult  to 
comprehend  in  light  of  the  early  rev- 
elation that  homosexuality  was  not 
deemed  a  political  issue.  Could  pos- 
sibly a  little  heterosexual  imperialism 
be  sneaking  out  of  the  unconcious? 
Was  this  possibly  the  reason  why  it 
was  so  difficult  for  them  to  under- 
stand that  the  only  true  'expert  on 
homosexuality  are  homosexuals  or  that 
to  categorize  a  group  of  people  into 
an  object  of  study  is  to  perform  a 
judgemental  act  which  serves  to  div- 
ide rather  than  unite  people?  Nor 
could  they  respond  to  the  quintessen- 
tial point  which  Chris  continually 
urged:  that  homosexuality  involved 
both  men  and  women,  and  that  to  isolate 
one  for  study  is  to  present  an  incom- 
plete and  thus  inaccurate  presentation. 

We  discussed  these  issues  and  many 
more.  So  many  more  that,  since  I  was 
not  taking  notes,  I  can  not  recall 
them  all.  I  wish  to  emphasize  how- 
ever that  our  talk  was  always  direct, 
frank  and  at  times  heated.  Our  pro- 
taganists were  always  receptive, 
often  understanding  and  sympathetic, 
but  they  were  not  to  be  moved  because 
they  could  not  step  out  of  their  cor- 
porate roles.  As  private  persons 
their  plea  to  innoncence  to  the  charge 
ot  gay  oppression  was  valid;  but  as 
members  of  an  institution  that  simply 
approaches  gays  and  homosexuality  as 
a  news  item  worthy  of  a  documentary 
film  they  have,  in  my  opinion,  helped 
to  sustain  much  of  the  misunderstand- 
ing that  maintains  oppression  over 
both  gays  and  women. 

So  after  three  hours  we  left  with 
what  we  came  with  -  a  demand;  a  de- 
mand emphatically  rejected.  There 
would  be  no  equal  time  nor  any  other 
form  of  programmed  compensation.  We 
were  assured,  however,  that  our  inter- 
est was  appreciated  and  that  we  would 
receive  a  formal  reply  to  our  letter 
from  Mr.  Kerr.  But  as  far  as  I  know 
we  haven't  even  received  that. 

Herb  Spiers 


On  Female  Fulfillment 

The  sadness  of  her  face 

Surprises  me  to' tears. 

Her  mouth  makes  the  effort  to  smile 

Lifting  at  the  corners 

But  her  eyes 

Reflect  no  shine 

I  am  haunted  by  the  pain  of  exploitation. 

Iris 


THE  FOLLOWING  TEXT  IS  OF  A  SPEECH  MADE 
BY  PAUL  MACDONALD,  A  MEMBER  OF  TORONTO 
GAY  ACTION,  AT  THE  VIETNAM  WAR  AND 
AMCHITKA  PROTEST  IN  THE  LATTER  PART  OF 
OCTOBER.  THIS  WAS  THE  FIRST  TIME  THAT 
GAYS  DEMONSTRATED  AS  GAYS  IN  A  MULTI- 
GROUP  PROTEST  AS  A  RESULT  OF  AN  INVIT- 
ATION BY  THE  VIETNAM  MOBILIZATION  COM- 
MITTEE. 

Gay  People  in  Toronto  today  are  in 
alliance  with  those  who  wish  to  stop 
the  war  in  Viet-nam  and  oppose  this 
afternoon's  blast  at  AmchUka. 

In  a  society  in  which  billions  of 
dollars  have  been  squandered  to  sup- 
port armies  which  have  annihilated 
tens  of  millions  of  people  in  recent 
decades  as  well  as  carrying  out  nuc- 
lear tests  as  the  one  proposed  today 
which  can  kill  every  man,  woman  and 
child  6  times  over.  Yet  the  love  of 
one  person  to  another  person  of  the 
same  sex  is  considered  perverted  and 
unnatural . 

As  gay  people,  we  are  fed  up  with 
being  harrassed  and  labelled;  we  are 
fed  up  being  called  queers  and  fag- 
gots just  as  the  Vietnamese  are  fed 
up  with  being  called  gooks  and  slope- 
heads.  Together  with  other  oppressed 
minorities  we  will  achieve  the  right 
to  control  our  own  lives  and  the  righ 
to  self  determination  which  are  being 
denied  in  a  racist,  sexist  and  imper- 
ialist society. 

Gay  Liberation  means  full  human 
rights  for  gays;  which  will  event- 
ually lead  to  sexual  liberation  for 
all  mankind. 

Like  other  minorities,  such  as  the 
Vietnamese  who  are  being  exploited 
by  the  super-powers,  we  realize  that 
we  must  work  in  alliance  with  others 
to  obtain  peace  and  love. 

Paul  MacOonald 


SURVIVAL 

Help  support  The  Body  Politic 
Donations  of  any  sum  accepted 
to 
The  Body  Politic 
65  Kendal  St., Apt. 8. 
Toronto  4  Ontario 


MMMMIt'&GbMXMlL 


This  Is  the  first  editorial  which  wis  <  collective  will  periodically  publish.  Our  comments 
will  deal  with  what  we  believe  to  be  crucial  Issues  to,  for  or  within  the  Gay  Community.  The  recent 
adoption  of   CHAT'S  new  constitution  surely  merits  our  attention  in  this  issue. 

The  basic  confusion  which  attended  the  three  constitutional  meetings  of  CHAT  (see  the  article 
on  CHAT'S  constitution)  must  be  weighed  in  making  an  appraisal  of  the  crucial  decisions  which  were 
Bade.  Yet,  despite  the  confusion,  for  a  community  of  gays  who  face  more  than  enough  hassles  from  the 
straight  -  often  heterosexually  imperialist  -  society,  the  venom  spewed  by  men  at  women,  women  at 
women,  and  men  at  men  was  stupid. 

Face  it;  we  only  screwed  ourselves. 

Moreover,  the  wording  of  the  women's  amendment  (The  Cunt  statement)  was  poorly  written  and 
personally  insulting  -  not  just  to  men  -  but  to  other  women.  But  to  let  these  considerations  over- 
ride the  more  fundamental  issue  would  likewise  be  stupid. 

The  question  of  equal  representation  for  women  and  men  at  all  decision-making  levels  within  CHAT 
Is  more  than  a  'democratically  to  be  resolved'  matter.  As  gays  we  are  oppressed;  as  women,  women  are 
oppressed.  But  as  lesbians,  gay  women  are  even  more  oppressed.  Is  it  so  undemocratic  for  a  liberation 
movement,  and  a  community  such  as  CHAT  to  consciously  and  purposely  invest  power  in  people  who  in  a 
heterosexual ly  male  dominated  society  are  powerless?  We  think  not.  And  is  it  not  mind-b'oggl  ing  that 
CHAT  seeking  to  educate  the  straight  world  should  not  be  willing  to  educate  itself  regarding  the  infer- 
ior status  of  women  within  its  organization?  We  think  so. 

Sexism  is  as  abused  as  it  is  abusive  —  but  it  is  also  real.  And  it  is  more  real  for  gay  women 

than  gay  men.  That  was  the  point  of  the  amendment,  and  it  remains  the  point  despite  the  loss,  by  such 

a  narrow  margin,  of  the  amendment  for  equal  representation.  In  our  view  it  was  a  step  backward  in  the 
cause  of  gay  liberation. 

We  encourage  the  women  who  left  CHAT  to  return,  allowing  their  concern  for  gay  liberation  to  over- 
come their  justified  indignation.  Their  independent  thought  and  action  are  invaluable  and  they  can  and 
should  be  formulated  into  policy  on  CHAT's  Executive  Board.  Indeed  the  decision  for  equal  representation 
for  women  and  men  on  the  Executive  Board  is  the  framework  for  a  genuine  power-base  from  which  to  combat 
sexism  through  both  decision  making  and  education.  But  for  those  women  who  now  feel  unable  to  work 
meaningfully  within  CHAT's  framework,  we  feel  they  should  form  an  autonomous  women's  group  to  work  in 
concert  with  other  existing  homophile  bodies. 

THE  EDITORIAL  COLLECTIVE 
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liAY  COMMUNITY  IS  WHAT  YOU  MAKE  IT. We  welcome  your  contributions:  news,  editorials,  personal  accounts,  letters, 
philosophical  meanderings,  poems,  interviews,  book  and  film  reviews,  graphics,  photos,  etc. 

Correspondence  should  be  directed  to:  The  Body  Politic,  Apt.  8,  65  Kendal  Ave.,  Toronto  4,  Ontario,  Phone  922-2624 
The  Editorial  Collective  for  each  issue  includes  those  individuals  contributing  to  the:  content  (articles,  artwork) 
and/or  printing  (typing  and  layout).  Members  of  the  collective  have  a  vote  in  all  decisions  pertinent  to  the  pub- 
lication of  the  paper.  Content  and  arrangement  are  decided  on  by  the  collective  during  editorial  meetings  and  dur- 
ing layout.  For  this  issue:  David  Newcome,  Kattiy  Pickard,  Jerry  Hannon,  Paul  Macdonald,  Ray  Gunderson  Herbert 
Spiers.Hugh  Brewster.  Jearld  Moldenhauer.  Alan  Falconer  Ed  Jackson,  John  Forbes. photos  -  J  moloenhaue 
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DANCE    ??       <the  g|b-thQt   is!) 


Recently  the  Radical  Lesbian  group 
who  strode  out  In  <*ls9ust  'rom  a 
meting  of  C.H.A.T.  stated  that  they 
were  not  interested  in  raising  the 
consciousness  of  C.H.A.T. 's  male 
rubers.  Why?  Because  this  would 
be  a  waste  of  energies  in  a  task 
which  the  men  should  be  working  on 
themselves.  But  the  episode  shows 
that  although  we  may  reject  condit- 
ioned attitudes  towards  some  aspects 
of  sexuality  and  rple-playmg,  we 
cannot  or  will  not  make  the  imagin- 
ative leap  to  other  areas.  The  male 
chauvinism  which  many  gay  men  exhit- 
(t  must  be  examined  and  the  shaky 
sexist  assumptions  upon  which  it  is 
based  exposed  to  attack. 

Perhaps  if  more  homosexuals  were 
aware  of  what  has  been  happening 
elsewhere  in  the  movement,  they  would 
be  more  willing  to  re-examine  their 
prejudices.  This  book  is  an  attempt 
to  trace  the  developments  during  the 
year  1970  in  a  New  York-based  liber- 
ation movement.  The  Gay  Activists 
Alliance.  Running  parallel  and  often 
intertwining  with  the  main  account 
of  evolving  political  awareness  and 
involvement  is  Arthur  Bell's  frus- 
trating love  affair  with  a  charis- 
matic GAA  leader,  Paul  Cliffman. 
Can  an  editor  of  children's  books 
find  happiness  with  an  ambitious  and 
rational  activist?  It  turns  out  he 
can't  for  the  frustrations  of  this 
unsatisfactory  relationship  color  a 
great  deal  of  what  Bell  observes  and 
experiences  within  the  organization. 
His  reportage  of  significant  events 
reaches. a  climax  with  a  meeting  at 
which  leadership  candidates  are  giv- 
ing election  speeches.  Cliffman  is 
denounced  by  another  candidate  as 
urfit  for  the  presidency  because  of 
his  unscrupulous  and  callous  treat- 
ment of  his  lover.  It  is  charged 
that  excessive  thirst  for  power  has 
eroded  his  humanitv;  the  denunciation 
is  probably  instrumental  in  Cliffman's 
losing  the  election. 


Oppression 

The  monster  travels  swiftly 

Swinging  its  tail . 

Stops.  Surges  ahead. 

Here  it  is  King 

No  one  tells  it  what  to  do 

All  who  must  come,  must  obey. 

They  sit  silent 

Prisoners  purposely  placed 

Facing  each  other  uncomfortably 

Trying  not  to  stare. 

There  are  so  many  at  times 

They  are  herded  together 

Standing  unable  to  fall  and 

Tempers  are   short 

All  love  is  lost 

Escape  is  the  thought. 

Some  know  no  other  way 

Day  after  day  they  exist 

Too  resigned  or  afraid  to  change 

or  rebel :  but 

I  cannot. 

Lreak  away  from  this  trap 
iency  out  to  the  sun 
smile  and  laugh 
.  ,  joy  and  freedom. 


All  of  which  leads  one  to  ask: 
should  conduct  of  private  lives  and 
loves  be  a  criterion  for  public  of- 
fice, especially  in  a  minority  or- 
ganization which  is  based  on  demands 
for  recognition  of  alternative  ex- 
pressions of  loving,  or  is  it  really 
only  petty  back-stabbing  and  .char- 
acter assassination?  Both  the  older 
GLF  and  the  GAA  have  dissipated  ener- 
gies in  such  behavior.  Is  there  a 
fatal  tendency  among  Gay  Lib  groups 
to  be  deflected  by  side  issues? 

Conspicuously  absent  in  Bell's  ac- 
count are  activist  women.  The  GAA 
is  predominately  a  male  group  and 
women  were  never  encouraged  to  par- 
ticipate. We  in  Toronto  should  have 
been  more  aware  of  the  abyss  between 
gay  men  and  women  and  tried  harder 
not  to  make  the  same  mistakes  as  the 
GAA.  Similarly,  transvestites  were 
tolerated  but  never  enthusiastically 
sanctioned.  Should  their  problems 
not  be  considered  an  important  part 
of  any  homosexual  liberation  group? 
We  must  be  careful  not  to  allow  one 
sexual  tyranny  to  be  replaced  by 
another  which  dictates  standards  of 
behavior  just  as  restrictive. 

The  book  is  permeated  with  a  trium- 
phant sense  of  achieved  but  confident 
identity.  Bell  records  his  joys  and 
disaoDointments  at  such  lanri-mark 
events  as  the  Harpers  zap  (under  at- 
tack for  publishing  a  neanderthal 
article  on  homosexuality  in.  its  ma- 
gazine); periodic  harassment  of  Mayor 
Lindsay  for  fence-sitting  and  refus- 
ing to  make  a  public  statement  on 
job  discrimination  against  gays;  a 
sit-in  at  New  York  University  after 
a  campus  homphile  group  were  refused 
use  ot  a  university  meeting  hall;  and 
the  appearance  on  the  Dick  Cavett 
Show  for  long  sought-after  exposure(?} 
oi  national  T.V.  Bell  is  a  happier 
and  more  aware  person  after  a  year 
of  activism  and  the  public  avowal  of 
his  sexuality.  For  him,  dancing  the 
Gay  Lib  Blues  was  a  liberating  and 
necessary  activity,  and  he  demonstrates 
that  political  involvement  and  ioyful 
celebration  are  not  at  all  incompat- 
ible. 


Arthur  Bell  came  out  in  Montreal. 
Perhaps  he  is  only  rejecting  the 
hometown  and  its  unhappy  memories 
(a  ritual  which  many  of  us  will  re- 
cognize), but  it  is  an  indictment  of 
Montreal  that  he  is  convinced  stay- 
ing in  that  city  would  have  been  a 
personal  disaster  for  him.  Hopeful- 
ly the  judgement  is  less  valid  now. 
Wicked  old  New  York  City  has  always 
been  more  likely  to  turn  an  obliv- 
ious eye  to  sexual  peccadillos,  but 
it  is  no  longer  good  enough  that  we 
are  tolerated  only  within  the  shad- 
owing anonymity  of  a  large  city.  We 
must  be  accepted  in  any  community, 
whether  it  be. Montreal  or  Marathon 
or  Bala  [see  article  on  non-urban  qays] 

A  concluding  question:  does  a 
slim  volume  of  191  pages  have  to 
cost  $6.95?  One  suspects  it  is 
another  example  of  exploitation.  We 
contribute  to  a  conservative  pub- 
lishing establishment  by  paying  this 
excessive  price  for  a  token  gay  title, 
a  book  which  is  finally  only  mediocre 
journalism.  Hardcover  publication 
ensures  that  only  the  dedicated  and 
affluent  few  will  buy  it.  Why  did 
this  happen? 

DANCING  THE  GAY  LIB  BLUES:  A  Year 
in  the  Homosexual  Liberation  Move- 
ment —  Arthur  Bell  --  Simon  and 
Schuster,  New  York  --  $6.95 


THE  HOMOSAPIEN 


I  see  your  young  executives 
you  hire  them 
fresh  with  their  sex 
crushed  between  their  legs 

being  buddies  with 

you  older  men  who 

having  lost  your  sex 

are  always  charming  with  the  young 

I  have  seen  you  touch 

and  in  a  momment  look 

1  ike  brothers 

lovers  which  you  are  inside 

if  only  you  were 
not  grey  suited  and 
black-tied  to  these  standards 
which  foreclose  your  lives 

if  only  you  could 
pull  off  these  clothes 

which  do  not  make  you 
and  expose  your  truths 

there  is  no  guilt  to  this 
there  is  no  guilt  at  all 
tis  only  love  can  free  you 
free  you  from  your  fall. 

Raphael 
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OTHER  GAY  PERIODICALS 


THE  ADVOCATE  Bra  74695  Los  Ang- 
eles, Cat,  90004.  $7.50/26  issues.  Bi- 
weekly naiona)  gay  paper. 
ARCADIE  61  rue  du  Chateau.  d'Eau, 
Paris  10.  France.  "Revue  Lineralre  a 
Scientific!  ue".  Monthly.  Overseas:  55F/1 
CALIFORNIA  SCENE,  P.O.  Box  26032, 
Los  Angeles  CaL  90026.  50V  copy.  Moo- 
thly. 

•CHICAGO  GAY  ALLIANCE  NEWSLET- 
TER. 171  W,  Elm,  Chicago  DX  60610. 
COLUMNS  NORTHWEST.  P.O.  Box 
99002  Magnolia  Sta.  Seattle,  Wash.  98199. 
$4  year.  Monthly  magazine  of  the  Dorian 
Society. 

•COME  OUT!  Box  233  Times  Sq.  Sta. 
340  W.42nd  St.NYC  10036.  $6/12 issues. 
Quarterly  gay  paper. 
•COME  TOGETHER.  5  Caledonian  Rd., 
London  NU.,  England.  $4.10/10  issues. 
Paper  of  London  GLF, 
DRAG  QUEENS.  A  Magazine  about  the 
Transvestite.  P.O.Box  538,  NYC  10009. 
$5/4!ssues. 

ENTERTAINMENT  WEST.  P.O.  Box 
20967,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  90006,  $6.60 
26  issues.  Bi-weekly. 
•FAG  RAG.  c/o  Red  Book  Store,  91 
River  St.,  Cambridge,  Mass.  02139. 
20^  copy.  Sporadically  published  paper 
of  Boston  GLF. 

GAY.  Box  431  Old  Chelsea  Sta.,  NYC 
10011.  $7/13  issues.  Bi-weekly  nation- 
al gay  paper. 

•GAY  ACTIVIST.  P.O.  Box  2,  Village 
Sta.  NYC  10014.  $2.50/12  issues.  News- 
letter of  Gay  Activists  Alliance. 
•GAY  LIBERATOR.  P.O.  Box  631-A, 
Detroit,  Mich.  48232.  $2.50/12  Issues. 
Gay  paper. 

GPU  NEWS.  P.O.  Box  90530,  Milwau- 
kee, Wise.  53202.  Newsletter  of  Gay 
People's  Union. 

•GAY  SUNSHINE.  P.O.  Box  40397,  San 
Francisco,  Cal.  94140.  $3.75/12  Issues. 
Bi-monthly  national  paper  of  gay  mil- 
itancy. Back  Issues  1-9  available, 
GAYZETTE.   P.O.  Box  402,  Sj\  Ca. 

HIM.  Postbox  248,0-2000  Hamburg  4 
W.  Germany. 

•HOMOSEXUAL  INTRANSIGENT.  B7 
Riverside  Dr.  NYC  10024.  $4/12  issues. 


THE  LADDER.  Box  5025  Washington 
Sta.,  Reno,  Nevada  89503.  $7.50/vear. 
"By  Lesbians,  for  Lesbians  and  an  wo- 
men concerned  with  full  human  rights." 
MANROOT.  Box  982,  s.  San  Francisco 
Cal.  94080.  $3.50/4  issues.  Poetry  mag- 
asdm, 

MOTHER,  P.O.  Box  8507,  Stanford.  Ca. 
94305.  $3.50/year.  Monthly  gay  wornen's 

NUNTIUS.  4615  Mt.   V 

Texas  77006.  $4/12  IfTWtt. 

THE  OTHER  VISION,  c/o  Benny  Mc- 
Adams.  604  Harthan,  Austin  Texas  78703 
U/year.  Quarterly  gay  literary  mag- 
azine, 

P1CKBUBE.  Lauerstrasse  1,  1  Berlin 
41,    Germany.   German  gay  magazine. 
•REVOLT.  Box   91,  260  20  Teckotnat- 
orp^  Sweden,  kr75/I0  Issues 
SEBASTIAN  QUILL.  3345  17m  St.  Sao 
Francisco,   CaL  .94110.    $1.50    /copy. 
About  twice  a  year.  Poetry    graphics 
SISTERS.   1005   Market    St.    San  Fran- 
cisco, CaL  94103.  $5/12  issues.  Mon- 
thly publication  of  D.O.B. 
•SPECTRE.  PA  Box  305,  Ana  Arbor 
Mich.  48107.  ti/year.  B-rnonthty  paper 
of  revolutionary  Lesbians. 
SPREE.  1545  N.  Detroll  St.  Newsletter 
largetvpictorial.  Free.  <<■*■>  ' 


wSnta 

token 
Sister;  n 

mister! 


after  ten  montns  ol  men  phoning  up  to 
tell  me  that  one  gioup  of  brothers  or 
another  needed  support  fiom  the 
sisters,  after  ten  months  of  being  the 
only  woman  among  my  friends  whom 
homosexual  men  seemed  able  to  see, 
_  was  fed  up.  i  still  am.  my  basic  response 
is  to  tell  most  of  my  gay  'brothers'  to  go 
to  bloody  hell,  i  think  that  i  have  never 
in  my  life  been  in  such  a  chauvinist  group 
of  males. 

why  do  gay  brothers  always  ask  me  to 
discuss  with  them  what  it's  like  to  be  a 
woman?  why  don't  they  ever  ask  the 
women  who  have  really  experienced 
women's  oppression?  those  who  have 
been  forced  to  sit  and  to  lslen  to  the 
-anversations  of  and  the  knowledge  that 
their  belters  have  to  impart  to  them? 
do  the  brothers  really  think  that  people 
who  are  quiet  have  nothing  to  say? 
do  they  really  think  that  those  who  do 
the  most  talking  are  the  ones  with  the 
best  ideas  to  give  to  other  people? 
why  is  it  always  sisters  like  me,  with 
middle-class  backgrounds,  and  middle- 
class  educations,  whose  opinions  are 
taken  as  representative  of  women? 

you're  being  naive,  boys,  chances  ate 
that  any  woman  in  glf  whom  you  know, 
and  with  whom  you  would  feel  really 
comj'-  ■  fable  asking  what  it's  like  to  be 
a  won p- 11,  isn'l  qualified  to  say  shit 
abou   .1    she's  as  middle-class,  bourgeois, 
Intellectual,  and  capable  of  speaking  out 
as  i  am.  we  are  the  token  sisters  who  have 
learned  to  play  the  male  chauvinist 
political  =  power  games  that  you  have, 
what  i  would  like  to  explain  here  is  that 
male  chauvinism  is  a  much  more  subtle 
thing  than  simply: 


prick  =  power  -  oppressor 
cunt  =  no  power  =  victim. 

many  of  the  women  of  glf  are  just  as  much 
male  chauvinists  with  Other  women  as  the 
gay  men  are  with  them,  why  do  working- 
class  sisters,  black  sisters,  drag  sisters,  and 
many  others  who  used  to  come  to  glf. 
no  longer  come?  offhand  i  can  think  of 
fifty  sisters  who  no  longer  come,  thirty  of 
them  i  can  name  -  and  it's  not  from  lack 
of  political  fervour  that  they  no  longer 


male  chauvinism  is  inextricably  related  to 
the  values  of  our  society,  while  no  woman 
will  ever  be  allowed  in  the  sacred 
inner  power  circle  (except  perchance  an 
occasional  token  sister),  the 
ugly  little  inarticulate  male  isn't  in  a  much 
better  position  than  his  ugly  inarticulate 
sister,  no  one  in  glf  will  really  listen  to  him 
either,  someone  will  tell  him  rudely  to 
shut  up  (last  night's  meeting  may  have 
been  an  exception  -  i'm  not  sure,  i  don't 
come  too  much  any  more),  or  else  if  he 
says  something  to  a  sister  which  implies 
that  human  beings  are  human  beings  and 
men  can  be  just  as  oppressed  by 
intellectualism.  beauty,  size,  chauvinism 
as  women,  then  the  more  articulate 
sisters  may  well  scream  'male  chauvinist 
pig'  at  him  and  silence  him  effectively 
for  another  three  months,  (i  have  seen  this 
happen  -  if  you  want  to  know  when  and 
where  come  to  media  workshop  one  night 
and  ask.) 

the  point  ultimately  is  that  we  need  new 
values  -  we  need  a  new  life  style,  we  need 
new  ideas  about  human  worth,  not  even  our 
brothers  want  to  be  seen  with  ugly,  little, 
pimply  men.  but  a  pretty  young  boy  is 


inothct  matter   where  the  hell  did  we  tel 

out  ideas  of  beauty  and  of  intellectual 

superiority  if  not  from  oppressive  fashion 

magazines  and  rigid  sr^'HWruaters7 

what  of  those  inarticulate  asters  and  brothers 

with  whom  no  one  has  spoken1 

do  you  really  think  that  they  have  nothing 

to  say*  maybe  they  will  nevei  be  academic 

scholars,  bul  don't  you  think  that  their 
years  of  silence  and  careful  watching 
might  have  led  to  something  worthwhile  ■ 
to  observations  about  human  beings  and 
to  deeper  perceptions  of  power  relation- 
ships between  people  than  you  (you  ought 
to  know  of  whom  i'm  speaking)  and  1, 
in  our  constant  gabberings,  have  had. 

why  not  let's  ail  of  us  who  have  dominated, 
manipulated,  gathered  the  praise  of 
leadership  and  authorship  and  authority 
(this  article  applies  to  me  as  well  -  i  have 
been  very  oppressive  to  others  in  a  number 
of  ways),  be  quiet  and  listen  -  let's  stop 
saying  things  like  'we  need  support  from 
the  sisters  and  brothers  on  this  demo' 
(baby,  in  that  sentence  you  just  made 
yourself  a  leader),  i  am  tired  of  'leaders' 
who,  because  they  think  their  ideas  arc 
worth  more  than  anyone  else's,  think  that 
they  are  leading  us  to  a  promised  land, 
i  am  tired  of  people  who  consider  themselves 
political  without  taking  time  to  understand 
the  power  (political)  balances  and 
imbalances  theyAavc  in  their  relationships 
with  other  people,  and  i  am  fed  up  with 
brothers  who  consider  themselves  less 
oppressive  male  chauvinists  because  they 
lake  the  time  to  listen  to  tokensisters 
whUe  they  have  not  bothereri  to  liberate 
themselves  from  false  standards,  and  listen 
to  and  learn  from  that  ugly  little 
inarticulate  man  who  may  never  come  back 
because  he  is  of  no  interest  to  his  brothers, 
why  the  hell  make  the  effort  to  avoid 
'chicks*  and  say  'sisters'  first  If  the  only 
sisters  whom  you  know  are  the  ones  who 
have  learned  to  play  the  male-chauvinist 
word-power  games? 

let's  try  to  be  a  little  kinder  to  one  another, 
a  little  more  patient,  and  let's  try  to  listen 
to  one  another  for  a  change  -  no  more 
domination  by  those  with  the  loudest 
voices  or  most  imposing  ideas,  liberation 
can  only  cometjy  liberating  ourselves  from 
the  values  of  the  past,  i  don't  want  to 
change  a  white  heterosexual  male  chauvinist 
male  oppressor  for  a  black  heterosexual 
male  chauvinist,  a  homosexual  male 
chauvinist,  or  a  male  chauvinist  lesbian 
oppressor,  if  you  do,  well,  see  you  later, 
sisters*. 


reprinted  from  "Come  Together" 
London  England 
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Dedicated  to  those  who  have  achieved 
the  least  in  liberation  during  the 
year,  with  the  most  in  influence. 
Or,  up  your  downer! 


.The  barbie  and  ken  doll  award  to 
the  couple  of  the  year,  Margret  and 
I'ierre  Trudeau.  All  we  can  say  is 
lope  yours  isn't  a  fairy  tale,  too!' 

...A  droopy  noodle  for  Mr.  Dick  Lietsch 
for  his  undaunted  efforts  towards  gay 
suppression  re:  the  programme  "Nothing 
to  Hide."  Well  Dickey,  how  does  it 
ell  to  be  media  fucked  as  well  as 
being  intimidated. 
Also  for  his  blind  efforts  towards 
enlightenment  goes  a  wet  blanket  to 
Dr.  Lawerence  Hatterer  in  hopes  that 
it  will  help  supress  his  nocturnal 
dreams  and  comfort  his  fears  of 
rea  1  i  ty . 

...A  slice  of  cold  turkey  to  Toronto's 
own,  fair  and  lovely.  Dr.  Daniel 
Cappon  for  his  roasting  comments  on 
leftover  issues.  Stale,  baby,  stale. 

•■•To  our  dearly  beloved  Attorney 
General,  Allan  Lawrence  goes  a  silk 
handkercheif  with  an  'actual  lip- 
sticked  impression  of  a  perverts 
lips'  plus  a  high  powered  magnifying 
glass  for  detailed  inspection. 

...To  radio  station  CHUM's  own  muscle 
voiced  Dick  Smyth  we  are  sendina  you 
a  pair  of  shapely  thighs  plus  a 
months  supply  of  assorted  homemade 
sex  roles  {they're  similiar  to  baqels 
Dickey). 

...A  stuffed  reproduction  of  Pavlovs 
Dog  goes  to  the  Clarke  Institute  to 
aid  them  in  their  sexual  response 
studies.  Better  than  a  betsy-wetsy 
doll,  this  dog  gets  erect  at  flag- 
poles, drools  infrequently  and  has 
eyes  that  ACTUALLY  GLOW  IN  THE  DARK. 

...We  couldn't  send  mayor  Dennison 
anything  ~  kitsch  might  prove  to  be 
an  honour. 

...For  his  heroic  attempts  at  debased 
art  goes  a  stolen  kiss  and  a  pair  of 
50  s  tight  white  pants  to  Vancouver's 
own  Roedy  Green.  Sexist  literature 
rias  been  enhanced  greatly  by  his 
Guide  for  the  Naive  Homosexual." 

■■•To  Mr.  Randall  (August  Club-Library) 
<night,  for  keeping  the  kiddies  off 
'he  streets  and  safe  in  the  getto, 
joes  a  copy  of  that  runaway  best  seller 
How  to  Further  Sexism  by  Capitalizing 
^Faggots".  Pius  a  years  supply  of 
Plastic  fruit  to  encourage  true  ethnic 
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i  which  way  are  stars  brighter  than  they  are.  When  we  have 

come  to  this  decision.  We  mention  many  thousands  of  buds.  And 
when  I  close  my  eyes  1  see  them. 

If  you  hear  her  snore 

It  is  not  before  you  love  her 

You  love  her  so  that  to  be  here  beau  is  very  lovely 

She  is  sweetly  there  and  her  curly  hair  is  very  lovely 

She  is  sweetly  here  and  I  am  very  near  and  that  is  very  lovely. 

She  is  my  tender  sweet  and  her  little  feet  are  stretched  out  well 
which  is  a  treat  and  very  lovely 

Her  little  tender  nose  is  between  her  little  eyes  which  close  and 
are  very  lovely. 

She  is  very  lovely  and  mine  which  is  very  lovely. 


From: 
Caedmon  Recoras  Inc. 
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by  Gertrude  Stein. 


EXCITING 

NEW 
FAN 
CLUB 

(kiss- kiss) 


|fell(lordy  me  if  this  isn't  the 
most  fun  filled,  leather  delighted, 
furry  fan  club  of  the  century.   Vinyl 
Leather  Productions  has  come  up  with 
a  dazzling  new  fan  club  dedicated  to 
your  pal    in  the  reactionary  zone, 
Mr.  John  Wayne.     Yes,  my  pretties, 
we  may  have  provided  some  fun  in 
the  past  (remember  our  do-it-yourself 
studded-leather  jacket  kit  -  or  our 
fantastic  mold-at-home  dildo)  and 
now  our  new  fan  club  is  sure  to  bring 
a  warm  glow  to  many  a  cold  closet. 

So  we  chose  your  cult-hero  and 
decided  that  it  was  time  you  folks 
out  there  showed  him  how  much  you 
really  love  him.     In  the  great  tra- 
dition of  the  Frankie  Avalon-Annette- 
Fabian  school   of  glossy  pimples  and 
ponderous  fan  mail   comes  yet  another 
scream  studded  fan  club.     One  which 
all  your  kinky  friends  will   be  APE 
to  join. 

SO  LET  IT  ALL  OUT,  AND  BE  THE  FIRST 
TO  EXPOSE  YOURSELF  TO  FUN,   FUN,   FUN. 

Here  are  a  few  of  the  fun-filled 
treasures  our  fan  club  has  to  offer: 

...a  10  by  10  colour  glossy  picture 
of  your  pal    "Mr.   Masculinity"  John 
Wayne  mounted  on  an  original   rawhide 
frame  as  seen  in  Johnny's  epic  film 
"Bullroar". 

...a  Years  complimentary  subscription 
to  "musclerabbit"   (has  a  great  centre 
fold  of  Johnny  plus  detailed  instruc- 
tions on  how  to   'unbend  that  wrist 
for  complete  muscle  tone') 
...one  of  you  lucky  rabbits  could  win 
an  exciting  month  with  John  in  the 
Florida  Everglades  as  an   'on  location 
lover'  durinq  the  shootinq  of  his 
newest  film  "Purge". 
....plus  free  fan  maiT  writing  privi- 
ledges  to  a  great  hero  {if  you  must 
insist  on   'scenting'  your  letters, 
we  must  insist  that  you  use  a  rugged 
manly-type  cologne.) 


John  Wayne  fun-fan  Club, 

Box   000 

Reactionary  Zones,  U.S.  of  A. 

Dear  John, 

I  amj  loved-you-to-pieces.,  and  I 
want  to  join  up  NOW. 


'Ay   name  is: 
I  live  at: 


(full  name,  please  print) 


(address) 


I  have: 


(boss) 


(inches) 

Are  you  Androgynous?  Yes No Maybe_ 

Are  you  a  commie  pinko?  Yes_No_Maybe__ 

)o  you  eat  meat?  Perhaps No 

lave  you  ever  been  'one'?  certainlyjn 


******************  ITi***********^ 


Contest  Rules: 

Deadline  for  the  Ever-Everglades 
Holiday  Contest  is  soon. 

All  entries  must  be  postmarked  no 
later  than  and  must  be  accompanied 
with  proof  of  purchase,  your  parents 
signature  or  reasonable  facsimile. 

CONTEST  VOID  WHERE  IMPOTENT 

-The  Surreal  Sisterhoud- 


Fw 
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ONE  SHOULD  EITHER  BE  A  WORK  OF  ART, 
OR  WEAR  A  WORK  OF  ART 

-Oscar  Wilde- 


PORN   AT 
THE   CLARKE 


Most  people  who  have  been  to  C.H. 
A.T.  meetings  regularly  will  remem- 
ber Mr.  Zajac's  repeated  invitations 
to  join  him  at  the  Clarke  Institute 
for  the  purpose  of  participating  in 
Dr.  Freund's  erotic  stimulus  exper- 
iments. Curiosity,  and  the  exigen- 
cies of  penury  prompted  me  to  accept 
and  have  driven  me  back  for  four  sub- 
sequent engagements. 

Mr  first  meeting  was  attended  by 
all  the  clammy  handed,  scrotum  tight- 
ening nervousness  that  the  realization 
of  imminent  genital  exposure  will  in- 
duce, but  I  did  survey  the  room: 
fairly  small,  one  wall  half  covered 
by  a  film  screen,  an  easy  chair  op- 
posite that,  a  few  projectors  and  a 
control  booth  with  a  two  way  mirror 
which  overlooked  the  chair.  After 
some  rather  desultory  pleasantries 
with  the  testers,  the  lights  were 
tactfully  dimmed,  and  I  stripped  from 
the  waist  down  and  sat  in  the  chair. 
Then  IT  was  produced  -  a  clear  plas- 
tic ring  from  which  dangled  a  safe 
which  had  been  cut,  folded  back  on 
itself  and  sealed,  and  was  therefore 
inflatable.  The  sheath  was  generous- 
ly dusted  with  Johnson's  Baby  Powder, 
then  I  was  given  it  and  asked  to  shake 
my  cock  into  it  so  that  the  head 
would  protrude.  Then  all  of  THAT 
was  placed  in  a  long  glass  tude  to 
which  rubber  hoses  were  attached, 
and  the  whole  rather  formidable  ar- 
ray was  secured  to  my  body  with  straps. 


Feeling  rather  like  Frankenstein  be- 
fore the  switch  was  thrown,  I  await- 
ed the  next  step.  The  experimenters 
retired  to  the  control  room  and  I 
experienced  a  sudden  start  as  a  not 
unpleasant  pressure  about  my  cock 
indicated  the  safe  had  been  inflated. 
Then  the  show  began  -  and  a  dull  one 
it  was.  Naked  people  (mostly  women 
and  children)  walked  toward  me,  smil- 
ing fixedly,  and  with  a  measured 
gait  suggesting  terminal  constip- 
ation. This  fare  was  varied  by  the 
inclusion  of  rural  scenes,  dancing 
fountains  and  other  sexually  neutral 
photos. 

Subsequent  sessions  were,  if  pos- 
sible, even  duller  -  slides  of  the 
same  grinning  crew,  from  various  an- 
gles and  for  varying  lengths  of  time. 


My  final  visit  was  more  interesting. 
The  slides  made  some  concession  to 
popular  erotic  taste,  and  there  was 
a  generous  display  of  male  flesh,  vol- 
uptuously posed.  After,  I  engaged 
Mr.  Zajac  in  conversation  and  he  made 
some  attempt  to  outline  the  purpose 
of  the  experiments.  Generally,  Freund 
seems  to  want  to  disprove  that  homo- 
sexuality is  a  neurosis.  He  assumes 
that  if  it  were,  males  would  react 
with  extreme  disgust  and  aversion  to 
the  nude  female  body.  But  in  fact 
they  do  NOT  in  the  great  majority  of 
cases  -  they  simp-ly  react  with  a  lack 
of  interest.  It  seems  the  phallo- 
metre  is  a  very  sensitive  instrument 
and  detects  even  the  most  subliminal 
penial  stirrings.  Disgust  is  appar- 
ently measurable  this  way.  For  the 
purpose  of  these  experiments  it  is 
induced  by  slides  of  rather  hideous 
skin  cancers. 

And  thats  the  story  as  I  got  it. 
But  since  I  proudly  sported  my  Gay 
Lib  button  at  the  first  session, 
the  tale  might  have  been  tailored  to 
pacify  my  radical  ears.  For  example, 
I'm  apparently  the  first  to  have  been 
told  of  the  "homosexuality  is  not  a 
neurosis"  aspects  of  these  experi- 
ments -  other  members  of  the  collective 
who've  spoken  to  Dr.  Freund  were  sim- 
ply told  that  the  test  was  a  method 
for  identifying  homosexuals.  And  if 
that's  ALL  it  is,  what  a  waste  of 
time  and  money  it  represents. 

Unfortunately,  Dr.  Freund's  cred- 
ibility is  weakened  somewhat  by  his 
earlier  association  with  aversion 
therapy  as  a  method  of  "curing"  gays. 
His  article  "Problems  in  the  Treat- 
ment of  Homosexuality"  more  or  less 
admits  the  inefficiency  of  such  treat- 
ment, and  the  statistical  failure  of 
every  known  method  of  straightening 
gays.  The  article  is  worth  reading 
for  that  reason,  though  I  found  its 
central  thesis  rather  simple  minded. 

The  mystery  ought  to  be  dispelled. 
I  think  it  possible  for  Dr.  Freund 
to  indicate  the  general  direction  of 
the  experiment  without  jeoprodizing 
the  validity  of  his  results.  As  a 
minority  group  with  a  history  of  op- 
pression we  can't  afford  not  to  know. 

JERRY        HANNON 

Tflf  N0N-U*8AN 


GAY  CWriTO 


A  group  called  the  "Country  u.J.'s" 
was  playing  "Snowbird"  down  at  the 
end  of  the  room  in  front  of  a  large 
mural  showing  Canadian  mountain  goats 
against  some  very  purple  Rocky  mount- 
ains. The  local  gay  crowd  was  in  a 
corner  by  the  shuffleboard  table  sep- 
arated by  an  invisible  line  from  the 
usual  Saturday  night  patrons  who  were 
downing  as  many  Ontario  draught  beers 
as  were  necessary  to  help  forget  the 
assembly  line  and  the  shipping  room. 
From  time  to  time,  one  of  the  gay 
crowd  would  request  a  campy  number 
like  "Proud  Mary"  and  a  very  fat  one 
in  a  pant  suit  would  stand  up  and  do 
a  kind  of  defiant  shimmy  to  it  and 
then  sit  down  to  great  applause. 

I  knew  some  of  them  just  from  having 
grown  up  in  this  town.  That  hair- 
dresser whose  name  had  become  a  by- 
word for  'queer'  in  the  jokes  told 
over  beers  down  at  the  Legion,  or 
the  music  teacher  whose  walk  was  just 
a  little  too  quick.  It  was  surprising 
to  find  them  in  this  grotty  "Ladies 
and  escorts"  room  since  I  knew  they 
used  to  frequent  a  slightly  plusher 
drinking  spot  in  another  hotel.  Ap- 
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parently  the  change  had  been  made  be- 
cause of  harassment.  The  woman  who 
worked  the  door  in  the  other  pub,  a 
local  character  who  knew  everybody 
would  signal  the  man  behind  the  bar 
whenever  a  gay  customer  entered.  Ac- 
cordinly  the  barman  would  then  charge 
double  for  their  drinks. 

So  now  they  had  created  their  own 
mini-gay  bar  out  of  two  tables  in  the 
corner  of  this  dingy  room  And  like 
a  gay  bar  it  was  indeed;  the  same 
conversation,  the  same  jargon,  "tricks, 
butch,  queen,  etc.,  and  the  same  de- 
speration. Eyes  would  constantly 
flit  to  the  doorway  in  the  hope  that 
someone  young  and  attractive  would 
walk  in,  but  here  it  was  always  with 
the  foreknowledge  that  no-one  avail- 
able would.  The  secret  side  glances 
at  attractive  young  men  were  care- 
fully veiled,  as  they  knew  from  ex- 
perience that  the  response  was  usual- 
ly a  punch  in  the  mouth. 

The  argument  that  the  character- 
istics of  the  gay  ghetto  have  devel- 
oped as  a  result  of  straight  oppres- 
sion gains  much  support  in  this  con- 
text. In  a  smaller  city  the  oppres- 
sive Presbyterian  ethic  of  rural  wasp 
society  is  inescapable,  and  thus  the 
gay  subculture  is  conversely  incred- 
ibly inhibited  and  inbred.  In  this 
particular  group  it  was  almost  js  if 
the  entire  Toronto  gay  scene  had  been 
compressed  into  a  dozen  people  yet 
still  maintained  the  same  amount  of 
bitchery,  gossip  and  intrigue.  It 
was  a  kind  of  miniature  travesty  of 
the  larger  urban  ghetto. 

The  conversation  centred  around  the 
absent  Mother  Brown  (as  in  Knees  Up 
Mother  Brown),  a  wealthy  old  homosex- 
ual who  apparently  "gets  the  best 
trade  in  town."  I  was  told  that  "she 
never  leaves  the  house  in  case  she 
misses  a  trick."  Apparently  Mother 
Brown  was  a  good  paying  customer  to 
a  succession  of  fourteen  year  old 
boys. 

Younger  homosexuals  in  small  towns 
tend  to  be  either  firmly  closeted  or 
else  have  moved  on  to  the  city  with 
dreams  of  poodles  and  penthouses.  As 
a  result  those  that  remain  often  draw 
sexual  satisfaction  from  supposedly 
straight  adolescents  and  frequently 
pay  for  the  privelege.  This  often 
develops  into  a  state  of  insatiable 
fixation  for  straight  people,  paral- 
leled by  a  corresponding  distaste  for 
gay  peers.  Its  rather  like  the  mal- 
aise of  the  ghetto  black  man  that 
Eldridge  Cleaver  describes  -  a  dis- 
like for  the  black  woman  because  of 
the  appeal  of  the  unattainable  white 
woman. 

There  was  much  talk  that  night  of 
the  gay  haunts  of  the  city,  and  long 
stories  about  conquests  in  the  steam 
baths  and  pick-ups  in  the  clubs.  In 
reality  however,  I  knew  that  these 
visits  were  rare  and  usually  result- 
ed in  rejection  and  frustration.  Most 
of  these  men  were  aware  of  their  age 
and  lack  of  appeal  and  thus  preferred 
the  comfort  of  the  local  gay  circle, 
where  at  least  they  were  known. 

As  I  sat  there  among  them  the  fact 
that  depressed  me  the  most  was  that 
I  knew  scenes  such  as  this  one  were 
being  played  out  in  a  thousand  smal- 
ler centres  across  the  country,  in  the 
dark  corners  of  beverage  rooms  from 
North  Bay  to  Nanairao. 


Continued  on  page  19 
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So  here  we  dre   starting  into  1972. 
CHAT  Is  approaching  or  has  had  it's 
first  birthday  depending  on  where 
you  date  these  things  from.  If,  like 
a  gay  marriage,  you  date  it  from  the 
day  we  first  met  -  well  you'll  still 
be  confused  -  because  there  were  a 
few  get-together  meetings  at  the 
U.T.H.A.  and  in  peoples  homes  to  dis- 
cuss the  how  and  why  and  when  and 
where  of  it  all,  before  the  first 
public  meeting  at  Holy  Trinity  last 
February  2nd. 

In  the  past  year  we've  accomplished 
j  lot  -  for  some  people  -  not  enough 
for  others.  But  then  that  shouldn't 
be  surprising  considering  the  wide 
mixture  of  people  who  are  interested 
in  and  support  CHAT. 

Many  people  ask  what  are  the  aims 
an.  purposes  of  CHAT?  Ask  the  mem- 
bers or  those  who  are  deeply  involved 
and  you'll  get  a  variety  of  answers 
-  for  each  person  has  an  idea  of  what 
should  be  done  first  and  what  is  the 
most  important  area  to  concentrate 
upon. 

This  is  not  necessarily  bad,  for 
it  indicates  a  variety  of  interests 
and  also  how  many  different  areas  of 
concern  there  are. 

My  own  feelings  have  been  that  we 
must  have  as  broadly  a  based  organ- 
ization as  possible.  One  that  will 
involve  every  facet  of  the  gay  com- 
munity. To  accomplish  this,  one  must 
realize  that  not  everyone  is  at  the 
same  level  of  consciousness  that  some 
others  have  achieved  and  that  the  need 
for  enlightment  Is  not  restricted  to 
our  heterosexual  friends  alone. 

CHAT  must  reach  out  to  everyone 
and  not  just  appeal  to  a  few.  It 
must  grow  and  flourish.  To  do  this 
it  must  address  itself  to  the  entire 
gay  community. 

Not  to  those  who  are  already  well 
on  the  way  to  Gay  Liberation  or  are 
already  there,  but  to  those  who  are 
just  starting  out,  whether  from  a 
virgin  state  or  from  a  well  built 
closet. 


For  some,  'liberation'  comes  as  a 
sudden  burst  of  light,  for  others  it 
is  like  a  butterfly  emeraina  from  its 
coccoon.  Many  have  to  be  nutured, 
coaxed,  and  cajoled  -  but  mostly 
loved  through  this  period  of  discard- 
ing past  ideas  and  conceDts  of  life, 
culture  and  most  importantly  -  self. 
The  past  year  has  seen  growth  and 
now  we  have  a  healthy  toddler  -  dis- 
covering it's  voice  and  it's  muscles. 
Stepping  out  boldly  -  trying  hard  not 
to  fall  -  not  to  fail  anyones  expect- 
ations -  but  perhaps  because  its 
human  -  not  coming  along  fast  enough 
for  it's  parents. 

Already  a  new  home  is  being  pre- 
pared, a  nursery  really,  a  place  to 
meet  and  experiment  with  ideas.  A 
place  to  discuss  and  argue,  and  drink 
coffee  and  love  and  laugh  and  cry  (in 
anguish  and  frustration)  and  dance. 
This  Temple  of  Love  (The  CHAT-0- 
Gay  as  Rhombus  calls  it)  is  dedicated 
to  the  proposition  that  "Gay  is  Good" 
and  "Gay  is  What  We  Hake  It."  Toget- 
her we  can  make  it  a  visible  orespnce 
of  the  unanimaty  of  the  Homophile 
Community  to  the  concept  of  the  right 
of  individuals  to  their  own  sexuality. 
We're  moving  -  not  just  to  58  Cecil 
St.  alone  -  but  forward,  into  the 
consciousness  of  not  only  the  Gay 
community,  but  into  the  community  at 
large,  where  we  belong.  Come  to 
Cecil  St.,  it's  your  home,  make  it 
a  warm  and  hospitable  place  for  your 
baby  to  grow  up  in. 

CHAT  is  you-you  are   CHAT.  72  is 
the  year  to  do. 


G  HISLOP 


THE  BUILDING 
Our  building  has  served  as  a  home 
for  congregations  of  the  Protestant, 
Jewish,  and  Catholic  faiths.  Built  in 
1880  as  a  Methodist  Church,  the  build- 
ing was  converted  into  an  Orthodox 
Synogogue  in  the  1920's.  In  the  early 
sixties  the  building  was  again  sold, 
this  time  to  a  congregation  of  Chin- 
ese Catholics.  Social  evolution  1972 
brings  Toronto's  gay  community  to 
take  occupancy  of  this  beautiful  old 
building.  At  present  the  building  is 
owned  by  a  group  of  people,  several 
of  whom  are  architects.  The  owners 
have  expressed  great  interest  in  the 
restoration  of  the  building  to  its 
original  condition. 

CHAT  OFFICE 
For  almost  a  year  now,  the  little 
office  on  the  third  floor  of  6  Charles 
St.  E.  has  served  as  the  focal  point 
for  the  work  of  CHAT.  CHAT  is  primar- 
ily a  gay  service  organization,  staf- 
fed by  5  full-time  workers.  Soon  after 
its  founding  CHAT  received  a  grant 
from  the  Opportunities  for  Youth  Pro- 
gram. The  success  of  CHAT's  social 
service  work  and  the  high  recommenda- 
tions of  several  other  Toronto  Social 
Service  organizations  will  hopefully 
result  in  the  continued  support  of 
CHAT  under  the  Local  Initiatives 
Program.  Among  the  services  offered 
by  CHAT: 

1.  Counselling 

2.  24-hour  Crisis  Intervention 
Telephone  Service 

3.  Court  Assistance  For  Busted  Gays 

4.  V.D.  Information 

etc. ,  etc. ,  etc 

MEETINGS 

Enrolled  membership  of  CHAT  is 
presently  over  400  women  and  men. 
CHAT  meetings,  held  previously  at 
Holy  Trinity  Church,  Trinity  Square, 
will  be  held  on  alternate  Tuesday 
evenings  in  the  main  hall  of  the  Centre. 
Over  the  last  year  attendance  at  the 
meetings  has  varied  from  100-200  mem- 
bers. Meetings  generally  include  an- 
nouncements, the  business  meetings- 
centring  around  the  current  activities 
of  CHAT  within  the  community,  and 
small  discussion  groups  where  members 
talk  about  topics,  varying  from 
politics  to  discussions  of  personal 
aspects  of  gay  life. 

On  alternate  Sunday  evenings, the 
gay  activist  organization,  Toronto 
Gay  Action,  will  utilize  the  Community 
Centre  facilities  for  their  meetings. 
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GAY   COMMUNITY    CENTRE 


THE   NEIGHBORHOOD 
In  the  inner  residential  area 
bounded  by  College  Ave.,  University 
Ave.,  Queen  St.,  and  Spadina  Ave., 
we  find  an  alive  neighborhood  of  in- 
creasing importance  in  the  city  cen- 
tre. The  area's  stimulus  comes  from 
the  University  of  Toronto  in  the 
north,  the  business  district  west  of 
University  Ave.  and  the  commercial- 
industrial  zone  along  Spadina. 

Historically,  the  area  has  func- 
tioned as  a  reception  area  for  im- 
migrants and  different  ethnic  groups 
have  succeeded  one  another  in  inhab- 
iting the  variety  of  buildings  con- 
structed in  the  area. 

According  to  the  DBS  census  in 
T966,  the  area's  population  was  8,200 
people.  This  number  represents  a  sta- 
bilization of  population  size.  Forty- 
five  percent  of  the  area's  present 
population  is  of  Chinese  origin.  The 
rest  includes  a  variety  of  ethnic 
groups  consisting  of  single  persons, 
households  and  students. 


I      I 


TO     OPEN 


m»lnfl#er   pL»n 


DANCES 
Week-ends  will  be  highlighted  by 
CHAT  dances.  SUPPORT  CHAT!  Your  admis- 
sion money  pays  the  rent  for  the  Com- 
munity Centre.  Dances  are  licensed, 
beer  and  soft  drinks  available.  Sand- 
wiches provided  with  no  extra  charge. 

COFFEE  HOUSE  AND  RAP  CENTRE 
A  place  where  you  go  to  relax  and 
talk  with  friendly  people.  Away  from 
the  pressures  of  the  downtown  scene. 
An  economical  and  social  alternative 
to  Yonge  Street. 


THE  CHAT  LIBRARY 
CHAT  will  offer  a  collection  of 
books  and  gay  publications  for  those 
who  wish  to  find  out  more  about  homo- 
sexuality and  other  gay  organizations. 


The  Body  Politic  Office 
&  BOOK-SHOP 

The  Body  Politic  is  looking  for- 
ward to  having  an  office  for  our 
business  meetings  and  for  newspaper 
circulation.  We'll  also  open  a  small 
book-shop,  specializing  in  books  aboutjt 
homosexuality,  as  well  as  offering  a 
selection  of  other  gay  newspapers. 


Cecil  Street 


BY       A  MARRAS 

J    MOLOENHAUER 


W£  HAV£  A  UOM£. 

A  PLACE     RUN     BY  GAY   PEOPLE 

FOR     GAY      PEOPLE 
-responsive  to  our  needs 

-WHERE  GAY   COMMUNITY 
IS    A   REALITY 


For  information  call: 

_CHAT     964-0652 
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LOS  ANGELES,  CALIFORNIA  -  A  Superior 
Court  Judge  has  rejected  evidence 
gathered  by  "reprehensible  conduct" 
on  the  part  of  two  LA  vice  cops.  The 
case  involves  a  nan  arrested  for  hav- 
ing sex  in  a  toilet  stall  at  the  Hay 
Company  department  store  in  downtown 
Los  Angeles.  The  toilet  compartment 
doors  had  been  removed  earlier,  and 
the  two  cops  concealed  themselves 
behind  a  ventilating  grill  with  a  view 
of  the  stalls.   In  court,  however, 
their  observations  were  called  unlaw- 
ful search  and  seizure  and  invastion 
of  privacy,  and  could  not  be  used  as 
evidence. 

The  ruling  seems  to  extend  the 
privacy  doctrine  set  in  a  1962  tea- 
room case  which  held  that  occupants 
of  public  toilets  with  the  doors 
closed  are  entitled  to  privacy.  The 
essence  of  the  current  case  was  that 
a  closed  door  1s  not  necessary  to 
maintain  a  right  of   privacy. 

Advocate 

AMSTERDAM,  HOLLANO  -  The  Dutch  Society 
of  Homosexuals  (COC)  celebrated  their 
25th  anniversary,  November  22-27.  "It 
is  generally  known  that  the  integrat- 
ion of  homosexuals  has  progressed  fur- 
ther in  Holland  than  in  most  other 
countries",  a  Society  spokesman  said. 
He  stressed,  however,  that  such  recent 
progress  in  Holland  as  the  lowering 
of  the  age  of  consent  for  gay  men  and 
women  from  21  to  16  was  still  no  rea- 
son to  be  overly  confident.  "The  fact 
that  it  is  still  necessary  to  have  an 
organization",  he  said,  "which  strives 
for  the  acceptance  of  a  social  minority 
and  for  the  integration  of  deviating 
patterns  of  behaviour  and  relationship, 
is  not  in  the  least  a  cause  for  cele- 
bration". He  added  however,  that  the 
"COC  Is  not  a  league  of  homosexuals 
any  longer,  but  a  constructive  force 
that  critically  pursues  and  stimulated 
the  development  of  society  as  a  whole." 

Advocate 


AMSTERDAM,  HOLLAND  -  A  major  Dutch 
publishing  company  has  refused  to 
distribute  David  Reuben's  infamous 
book,  "Everything  You  Always  Wanted 
to  Know  About  Sex"  because  it  con- 
tains so  many  insulting  and  degrad- 
ing passages  about  homosexuality. 

COC  Newsletter 

AMSTERDAM,  HOLLAND  -  After  two  teachers 
were  fired  last  year  for  being  gay, 
the  Dutch  Society  of  Homosexuals  (COC) 
came  to  their  aid.  Despite  an  unfav- 
ourable court  ruling  in  one  case  the 
COC  has  now  received  assurances  from 
the  League  of  Schoolboards  (for 
Catholic  Schools)  and  the  Catholic 
Teachers'  Federation  that  in  the  fut- 
ure, homosexuality  will  not  be  cause 
for  a  teacher's  dismissal. 

COC  Newsletter 


'MCHIGAN  -  ISO  gay  people 
from  all  over  Michigan  marched  1n 
Lansing  on  December  4  for  the  repeal 
of  all  anti-homosexual  laws.  This 
was  the  first  state-wide  demonstration 
in  Michigan.   In  freezing  weather  and 
high  spirits,  the  demonstrators  marched 
behind  banners  and  placards  from  Reut- 
ter  Park  in  downtown  Lansing  through 
the  downtown  shopping  mall  to  the 
State  Capital  building. 

The  Detroit  Gay  Activists  (DGA) 
initiated  plans  for  the  march  in  late 
October,  when  the  "Traxler  Bill,"  a 
comprehensive  new  penal  code  for 
Michigan,  was  reported  onto  the  floor 
of  the  State  House  of  Representatives. 
The  sections  of  the  Traxler  Bill  deal- 
ing with  sexual  offenses  eliminated  a 
numiber  of  the  traditional  anti-homo- 
sexual laws.  Under  its  provisions, 
"deviant  sexual  intercourse"  between 
persons  over  the  age  of  16  is  no  long- 
er a  crime  as  in  the  past.  "Gross 
indecency"  (which  means  being  caught 
in  the  act)  presently  carries  a  sent- 
ence of  one  to  five  years,  but  will 
no  longer  be  a  crime.  The  bill  is 
expected  to  become  law  within  a  very 
short  time. 

Gay  Liberator,  Detroit 

Detroit,  Michigan  -  The  Detroit  Gay 
Activists  sent  a  telegram  to  Toronto 
Gay  Action  in  support  of  their  demon- 
stration in  protest  of  the  CBC  national 
broadcast  entitled  "Nothing  to  Hide." 
"Please  convey  to  the  CBC  the  indig- 
nation of  the  Detroit  Windsor  area 
gay  community  at  the  outrageous 
"Tuesday  Night"  program  broadcast 
here  on  CKLW  and  our  demand  for  equal 
time  for  a  program  on  homosexuality 
from  a  gay  liberation  viewpoint." 

LOS  ANGELES,  CALIFORNIA  -  A  California 
Democratic  Council  statewide  issues 
conference  went  on  record  November 
21  as  calling  for  an  end  "to  oppres- 
sion of  gay  people"  and  repeal  of 
"archaic  anti-sex  laws,"  and  urging 
the  adoption  of  its  stand  in  the  1972 
national  Democratic  party  platform. 

Advocate 


STUDIES  COURSE 


During  the  70-71  academic  year, 
Excalibur,  the  York  University  paper, 
championed  the  cause  of  sociology 
students  who  were  endeavoring  to  in- 
ject greater  Canadian  content  into 
their  course  offerings  by  petition- 
ing for  a  course  dealing  with  the 
Canadian  Indian.  Eventually,  this 
demand  was  met  by  the  institution  of 
a  full-year  credit  course  within  the 
Sociology  Department  dealing  with 
the  problems  of  the  Canadian  Indian, 
fork's  Homophile  Association,  while 
not  in  any  way  denigrating  the  val- 
idity of  presenting  such  a  course, 
realized  that  the  homophile  popul- 
ation represents  a  far  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  Canadian  population 
than  the  native  Indian,  and  that  the 
sole  treatment  of  homosexuality  at 
fork  consisted  of  a  six-week  segment 
within  a  first-year  Social  Science 
course  entitled  "Society  and  the 
Deviant."  Representations  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Sociology  Department 
failed  to  elicit  support  for  the 
idea  of  at  least  a  half-course  de- 
voted to  the  problems  of  the  homo- 
sexual citizen  in  Canadian  society 
Reasons  for  the  rejection  included: 
too  specialized  an  area",  "not 
enough  student  interest",  "no  one 
qualified  to  teach  the  course"  "the 
present  course  set-up  provides 'ade- 
quate opportunity  to  discuss  (dis- 
miss?) this  topic." 


Another  avenue  was,  however,  pro- 
vided by  York's  college  system  which 
requires  all  first-year  students  to 
enroll  in  a  non-graded  credit  tutor- 
ial arranged  by  the  individual  col- 
lege of  which  that  student  is  a  mem- 
ber. These  tutorials  are  not  bound 
by  any  academic  department  and  cover 
an  extremely  broad  spectrum  of  sub- 
jects. A  rationale  for  the  inclus- 
ion of  a  tutorial  in  homophile  studies 
and  a  tentative  list  of  topics  for 
discussion  was  presented  to  each  of 
Vork's  seven  colleges.  Six  colleges 
rejected  the  proposal,  all  loudly 
disclaiming  the  controversial  nature 
of  homosexuality  as  the  reason  for 
rejection.  The  seventh,  College  G, 
in  its  first  year  of  existence  and 
in  an  experimental  frame  of  mind, 
endorsed  the  idea  and  accepted  the 

chairman  of  York's  Homophile 
Association,  Roger  Wilkes,  (A  grad- 
uate student  in  the  Faculty  of 
ial'l"eadlrta'  StUdles)  as  the  *"tor- 


The  tutorial  is  now  off  the  ground 
with  ten  students  enrolled  (the  max- 
imum number  allowed).  Initial  meet- 
ings have  attempted  to  introduce  the 
students  to  the  subject  with  a  mult<- 
disciplinary  approach  which  has  in- 
cluded several  guest  speakers,  grad- 
uate students  involved  in  research 
dealing  with  sexual  orientation. 
Discussion  throughout  the  year  will 
attempt  to  break  down  the  mind-set 
of  homosexuality  as  a  strange,  isol- 
ated socio-psychological  phenomenon. 
The  effort  required  on  the  part  of 
the  student  to  view  the  homosexual ly 
oriented  person  as  a  functioning 
member  of  a  minority  group  within 
society,  rather  than  as  a  case  study 
in  deviancy,  will  involve  many  other 
important  issues:  the  manifestations 
of  subculture,  the  efforts  of  a 
minority  to  gain  equality  of  civil 
rights,  alienation,  non-conformity, 
life-styles  and  the  search  for  self- 
fulfillment,  the  interaction  of 
heredity  and  environment,  the  place 
of  free  will,  societal  change,  the 
origin  and  consequences  of  stereo- 
typing, education  in  the  face  of 
traditional  taboos.  Each  partici- 
pant in  the  tutorial  will  be  expect- 
ed to  investigate  a  specific  topic 
using  "real  world"  research  tech- 
niques as  well  as  the  more  detached 
bibliographic  study.  Reports  will 
'will  be  presented  to  the  qroup  for 
appraisal 

Roger  Wilkes 
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In  1970,  one  business  enterprise, 
supposedly  "serving"  the  gay  commun- 
ity made  approximately  $80,000.00  in 
net  profits.  That  means  that  in  just 
over  12  years,  this  one  business  can 
make  $1,000,000.00  in  profits  from 
the  pockets  of  the  gay  community  in 
this  city.  The  original  investment 
was  in  all  probability  under  $20,000. 
00  to  set  up  the  one  club,  the  pro- 
fits from  that  being  used  to  set  up 
other  facilities  or  for  the  purpose 
of  expansion  which  is  only  to  make 
more  money.  Improvements  are  not 
made  for  the  benifit  of  the  patrons, 
but  only  to  increase  efficiency  and 
profits.  These  entrepreneurs  sur- 
round us  with  cheap  and  tacky  fur- 
niture, cheap  and  tacky  wallpaper, 
in  other  words,  a  cheap  and  tacky 
environment.  When  the  owners  are 
confronted  with  suqqestions  for  im- 
provements for  the  benefit  of  the 
patrons,  their  answer  is  like  the  one 
made  by  the  manager  ot  the  ^arkside 
Tavern,  "You're  lucky  you  have  some- 
place to  go". 

The  people  who  control  the  clubs, 
bars,  and  baths  realize  that  gay 
people  are  forced  to  go  to  only  a 
few  places,  and  they  are  there,  ready 
willing  and  able  to  rip  us  off.  If 
we  had  other  places  to  go  to,  or  if 
we  could  go  to  any  entertainment 
facility,  a_s_  gays ,  without  having  to 
fear  discrimination  or  harassement  by 
non-gays,  would  we  continue  to  fill 
the  pockets  of  a  few  persons  who 
really  don't  give  a  shit  about  their 
patrons,  except,  of  course,  their 
money?  Of  course  not! 

What  do  we  get  in  return?  In  the 
case  of  the  bars,  nothing,  except  a 
room,  unfriendly  waiters  and  rotten 
juke  box  music;  in  the  clubs,  we  get 
a  room  and  music;  in  the  baths,  we 
get  a  7  foot  by  4  foot  room,  a  little 
steam  and  cold  feet.  What  in  effect 
we  are  doing,  is  making  those  few 
people  who  own  the  bars,  clubs  and 
baths  into  very  rich  people,  merely 
so  we  can  associate  and  mingle  freely 
with  other  gay  people,  and  we  can't 
always  do  that. 


Not  all  the  owners  of  the  "gay" 
establishments  are  like  this.  Some 
really  do  care  about  us  and  do  return 
some  of  the  profits  back  into  the 
business  by  means  of  improvements,  but 
they  are  few  and  far  between.  Some 
are  forced  to  improve  their  facilities 
because  the  patrons  decided  to  attend 
another  place  (a  good  example  of  this 
just  happened  in  Toronto).  The  maj- 
ority of  the  businessmen  who  feed  off 
the  gay  community  show  their  complete 
lack  of  concern  for  the  plight  of  the 
people  they  serve  by  refusing  to  take 
advantage  of  their  position  as  prom- 
inent and  influential  members  of  the 
business  community  to  in  any  way 
change  societies  attitudes  towards 
gays.  Most  gays  refuse  to  open  their 
eyes  and  really  see  the  treatment 
that  they  receive  at  the  hands  of 
power-trtpping  waiters  and  other 
custodians  of  our  ghetto.  Take  a 
good  look  at  the  surroundings  when 
you  enter  these  places,  the  St.  Char- 
les and  the  Parkside  Tavern  are  good 
examples.  Are  these  the  types  of 
places  that  you  would  like  to  go  to, 
or  do  you  go  because  you  have  no  place 
else  to  go.  Think  about,  it! 

The  gay  ghetto  doesn't  just  in- 
clude the  bars,  clubs  and  baths.  The 
ghetto  is  the  whole  so-called  gay 
scene  in  Toronto.  People  go  to  some 
dark  corner  in  a  park,  or  go  to  some 
washroom,  or  walk  down  a  certain  part 
of  a  street,  these  are  all  part  of 
the  ghetto  as  well.  Gays  take  their 
cue  from  straight  society  not  ac- 
cepting their  homosexuality  and  hide 
in  the  gay  ghetto  that  is  so  grac- 
iously permitted  by  a  capitalistic 
society  as  long  as  we  remain  anony- 
mus  and  don't  invade  their  conscious- 
ness. The  basic  cause  is,  of  course, 
discrimination  that  we  face  because 
we  are  gay.  Acting  as  the  protectors 
of  societies  blindness,  the  Metro 
Toronto  Police  do  their  best  to  con- 
fine us  to  the  ghetto.  The  Jews, 
blacks  and  other  minorities  have 
suffered  under  this  same  police  op- 
pression. 

Whether  we  like  it  or  not,  we  are 
forced  to  confine  ourselves  to  a 
small  number  of  rip  off  establish- 
ments and  a  few  hidden  places  in  the 
city.  We  are  forced  into  this  ghetto 
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because  we  are  gay. 
WHAT  CAN  ME  00  ABOUT  IT  THEN? 

There  are  two  basic  approaches  to 
the  solution  of  this  problem.  One  of 
these  will  see  immediate  results,  the 
other  Is  a  long  and  difficult  process 
but  with  more  far  reaching  all  encom- 
passing results. 

Although  the  short  term  solutions 
will  not  end  the  ghetto  area,  they 
will  help  end  the  exploitation  of 
gays  by  the  club  and  bar  owners.  One 
of  the  short  term  solutions  is  the 
use  of  the  boycott  which  works  on 
the  basic  greed  of  the  capitalist. 
By  boycotting  individual  establish- 
ments, the  gay  community  can  force 
these  owners  to  improve  their  facil- 
ities or  loss  a  majority  of  their 
income.  A  well  organized  and  active 
gay  community  can  demand  and  get  the 
concessions  that  they  want.  This  has 
been  demonstrated  in  a  less  organ- 
ized but  yet  effective  manner  by  the 
recent  closing  and  alterations  made 
to  one  of  Toronto's  major  gay  clubs. 
Another  short  term  solution  would 
be  the  establishment  of  our  community 
centres.  These  would  be  run  by  gay 
people  for  gay  people  on  a  non-profit 
making  basis.  We  would  then  be  able 
to  provide  the  services  that  the  qay 
community  wants,  not  what,  as  in  the 
present  situation,  is  so  stingily 
given  us  by  the  few  that  control  the 
gay  ghetto.  The  Community  Homophile 
Association  of  Toronto  is  presently 
entering  the  primary  steps  of  es- 
tablishing such  a  centre.  It  will 
be  operated  on  a  daily  basis  pro- 
viding a  place  for  gay  people  to  go 
to  without  being  ripped  off.  The 
centre  will  provide  a  place  for 
dances,  a  coffee  shop,  phone  service 
offices  and  counselling.  These  ac- 
tivities will,  of  course,  be  added 
to  once  the  centre  is  in  operation. 
These  centres  will  provide  a  place 
for  people  who  find  the  sexually 
aggressive  nature  of  the  now  existing 
ghetto  unpalatable,  in  other  words, 
a  place  to  talk  without  feeling  ob- 
ligated to  be  involved  in  sexual 
play  if  you  don't  want  to. 

For  those  involved  in  gay  liber- 
ation, the  final  aim  must  surely  be 
the  destruction  of  the  gay  ghetto. 
Any  ghetto  is  bad  because  it  arbit- 
rarily separates  one  group  of  people 
from  society  as  a  whole,  making  com- 
munication and  compassion  well  nigh 
impossible.  Lumped  together  into 
the  category  of  "homosexual"  we  are 
cut  off  from  the  rest  of  humanity. 
This  must  endl  It  is  time  that  gays 
refuse  to  accept  the  second  class 
status  of  the  ghetto  and  move  out  in- 
to society,  not  passing  as  straights, 
but  as  gay  men  and  women  who  are  not 
ashamed  and  have  nothing  to  hide. 
Once  we  have  done  this,  tasting  the 
joys  of  freedom,  we  will  never  vol- 
untarily return  to  the  ghetto. 

As  many  before  us  have  discovered, 
the  path  of  freedom  is  not  easy  or 
pleasant  but  our  spirit  cries  out 
for  Release.  Gays  have  long  been 
conditioned  to  believe  they  are  not 
deserving  of  equality  so  that  awar- 
eness of  the  true  nature  of  our  op- 
pression is  slow  in  coming.  Each 
gay  person  must  enter  into  an  ap- 
praisal of  himself  and  the  environ- 
ment within  which  he  or  she  moves  to 
ascertain  if  it  is  all  that  is  ex- 
pected from  life.  If  not,  then 
surely  we  care  enough  to  try  to 
change  it.  This  is  what  gay  liber- 
ation is  about  -  the  right  of  every 
gay  person  to  act  as  a  full  and  free 
member  of  society.  If  we  do  this, 
we  rid  ourselves  of  the  ghetto. 


David  Newcome 
Paul  Pearce 


■ 
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CHAT  GETS  A  CONSTITUTION: 


The  last  three  meetings  of   the 
Connunity  Homophile  Association  of 
Toronto  (CHAT)  were  crucial  because 
after  almost  a  year   of  existence,  a 
constitution  was  presented  to  the 
general  membership  for  adoption.  The 
constitution  is  essential  in  that 
without  It  CHAT  cannot  become  incor- 
porated according  to  Ontario  statutes 
governing  provincial  corporations. 
It  is  important  that  CHAT  become  in- 
corporated so  as  to  protect  individ- 
ual persons,  who  have  already  sacri- 
ficed a  great  deal  to  get  CHAT  off 
the  ground,  from  personal  legal  re- 
sponsibility in  such  things  as  con- 
tracts, leases,  etc. 

The  draft  of  the  constitution  was 
first  presented  at  the  regular  Tues- 
day night  general  meeting  on  November 
23rd.  Despite  the  weather  and  the 
approaching  holiday  season,  there  was 
a  good  turnout.  The  proposed  constit- 
ution, prepared  by  the  law  firm  of 
Jaffary  and  Havrlant,  provided  for  a 
governing  structure  as  follows:  an 
Executive  Committee  (of  an  unspecified 
number)  to  administer  the  affairs  of 
CHAT  and  to  be  elected  by  the  general 
membership  for  a  period  of  one  year, 
A  Chairman  to  be  elected  by  the  Exec- 
utive Committee  from  amongst  its  num- 
ber who  would  administer  the  day  to 
day  affairs  of  CHAT  and  would  preside 
at  all  membership  and  Executive  Com- 
mittee meetings,  a  Vice-Chairman  who 
would  also  be  elected  from  the  Exec- 
utive Committee  and  who  would  take  the 
place  of  the  Chairman  in  case  of  ab- 
sence or  inability,  a  Secretary  to 
record  minutes  and  to  act  as  ex  officio 
clerk  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
a  Treasurer  to  keep  all  books  and  to 
prepare  financial  statements  as  well 
as  do  the  banking  for  CHAT.  A  dia- 
gram of  the  power  relationships  would 
thus  appear  as  follows: 

Executive  Committee 


r> 


Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


Membership 

Before  much  of  a  discussion  of  the 
draft  had  commenced,  Holly  Devor  rose 
and  proposed  that  before  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  draft  was  under- 
taken, the  deeper  issue  of  the  role 
of  women  in  CHAT  should  be  discussed. 

Chris  Fox  then  rose  and  read  a 
statement  reproduced  in  these  pages 
in  support  of  an  amendment  which  was 
to  be  read  later  in  the  evening,  pro- 
posing equal  representation  for  men 
and  women  at  all  official  decision- 
making levels.  Many  thought  that  an 
actual  proposal  to  amend  the  constit- 
ution had  been  put  to  the  floor;  how- 
ever, in  actuality,  the  women  intend- 
ed that  this  proposal  be  discussed  in 
Pr"":iple  believing  that  before  the- 
actual  amendment  was  read  and  voted 
upon  that  the  general  meeting  should 
break  into  small  groups  to  discuss 

*£l?  i"iHAT  and  t0  «»»Pletely  un- 
derstand the  reasons  behind  the  amend- 
ment. 

Despite  these  intentions,  a  heated 
debate  raged  between  those  who  sup- 
ported what  they  thought  was  the  worn- 
ens  proposal  and  those  who  approved 
It.  One  thing,  and  one  thing  only 
became  quite  clear  -  many,  many  people 
-ere  confused   Actually,  the  women 
were  not  simply  discussing  the  role 
of  women  in  CHAT,  but  the  entire  fut- 
ure of  CHAT  for  both  males  and  females. 


Again  and  again,  the  women  reiterated! 
that  they  were  talking  about  the  prin' 
cipal  of  equal  representation,  and 
not  until  very  late  in  the  evening 
was  the  actual  amendment  read.  And 
once  it  had  been  read,  the  women 
stated  that  they  were  not  at  that 
time  putting  it  to  the  floor.  More 
debate,  much  acrimonious  and  vitu- 
perative followed,  the  result  of 
which  was  that  the  motion  to  vote  on 
equal  representation  at  all  decision- 
making levels  for  men  and  women  was 
tabled. 

However,  following  the  vote  to 
table  that  motion  a  new  amendment 
was  offered  by  Don;  namely,  that,  on 
The  Executive  Committee,  there  would 
be  equal  representation  for  men  and 
women.  Since  by  now  the  hour  was 
late  and  since  most,  if  not  all,  were 
bewildered,  a  vote  was  taken  without 
much  debate.  The  result  was  that  the 
amendment  was  carried  by  the  following 
count:  51  aye,  32  nay,  22  abstentions. 

Throuqhout  that  first  meeting  a 
number  of  curious  events  occurred. 
Most  salient  among  them  was  the 
nature  of  the  rules  of  procedure. 
CHAT  had  never  formerly  adopted  a  set 
of  rules  (such  as,  say,  Robert's 
Rules  of  Order);  instead  discussion 
had  always  preceded  somewhat  serendip- 
itiously.  However,  at  this  meeting, 
after  it  became  clear  that  debate 
would  be  both  hot  and  long,  the  chair 
ruled  that  debate  would  be  limited 
to  two  more  speakers  from  each  side. 
Chris  Fox  rose  and  called  for  a  vote 
on  the  question  of  whether  or  not 
there  should  be  unlimited  debate  con- 
sidering the  importance  of  the  issue 
being  discussed.  The  chair  attempted 
to  clarify  to  the  membership  what  was 
being  discussed.  He  suggested  several 
times,  albeit  erroneously,  that  the 
women  had  presented  an  amendment  for 
debate  and  vote,  when  only  the  prin- 
ciple of  equal  representation  was 
brought  up  by  the  women.  This,  of 
course,  only  added  to  the  confusion, 
especially  since  he  misstated  the 
nature  of  the  amendment  -  that  is, 
that  the  women  were  proposing  equal 
representation  only  on  the  Executive 
Committee,  whereas  their  real  con- 
cern was  for  equal  representation  at 
all  decision-making  levels. 

On  the  vote  for  equal  represent- 
ation on  the  Executive  Comnittee  a 
number  of  women  abstained,  and  at 
least  two  voted  against  the  amend- 
ment, the  rest  voting  for  it.  The 
reason  for  the  negative  votes  and  the 
abstentions,  as  I  was  informed  after 
inquiring,  was  that  these  women  felt 
the  amendment  was  only  a  piecemeal 
step  which  would  gainsay  their  real 
goal  —  equal  representation  at  all 
decision-making  levels.  Those  women 
who  voted  for  the  amendment  did  so 
since  they  didn't  wish  to  confuse  the 
issue  any  further.  After  the  vote 
that  muddle  of  a  meetinq  was  adjourn- 
ed until  December  14th  where  the  full 
amendment  of  the  women  was  to  be 
considered  in  small  discussion  groups. 

At  the  December  14th  meeting  two 
hand-outs  were  given  to  those  members 
present,  and,  unfortunately,  it  was 
a  small  turn-out.  One  item  was  a 
statement  and  amendment  presented  by 
the  Women's  group  for  discussion  in 
small  groups  and  eventually  to  be 
voted  upon.  The  second  item  was  a 
three  page  'Rules  of  Procedure'  re- 
produced upon  CHAT's  letterhead. 
Both  these  items  were  to  play  import- 
ant roles  leter  in  the  evening. 


After  preliminary  business,  small 
discussion  groups  were  formed  to  dis- 
cuss both  sexism  in  CHAT  and  subse- 
quent to  it,  the  amendment  for  equal 
representation  at  all  levels.  The 
statement  and  amendment  which  was 
discussed  and  voted  upon  read  as 
follows: 


Sexism,  not  the  amendment, 
issue. 


is  the 


The  members  of  CHAT  do  not  realize 
that  understanding  and  smashinq  sexism 
are  the  means  of  destrvinq  the  op- 
pression of  quuers.  Most  people; 
in  CHA1  dismiss  sexism  as  a  "Woman's 
Problem".  This  is  sexism. 

As  lesbians  we  are   oppressed  both 
as  cunts  and  as  dykes.  Until  the 
gays  of  CHAT  see  the  necessity  of 
struggling  against  sexism,  until  the 
structure  of  CHAT  is  revolutionized, 
then  CHAT  will  reflect  the  status 
quo  through  legalization  and  accep- 
tance. This  is  shuffling. 

Our  energies  will  not  be  wasted 
on  raising  the  consciousness  of  the 
members  of  CHAT  who  should  be  rais- 
ing their  own. 

An  independent  lesbian  group  has 
been  started. 

It  is  imperative  that  CHAT  con- 
front its  own  sexism. 

Acceptance  of  the  ammendment  is 
barely  a  beginning 

The  ammendment:  Dykes  and  faggots 
in  CHAT  shall  share  equally  in  de- 
cision making.  This  means  equaliz- 
ation at  al^  official  decision  mak- 
ing levels  i.e.  in  the  proposed  con- 
stitution; executive,  vice-chair  and 
chair. 

It's  up  to  you 

THE  CUNTS 

Once  the  discussion  groups  had 
reassembled  into  a  general  body,  the 
chairmen  ruled  that  a  vote  on  the 
amendment,  as  worded  in  the  statement 
would  be  taken.  An  objection  was 
raised  noting  that  many  members  under- 
stood that  there  would  be  a  general 
floor  discussion  wherein  the  five 
discussion  groups  could  inter-com- 
municate. The  chair  ruled  this  point 
out  of  order  and  proceeded  immediately 
with  a  counting  of  heads.  The  result 
of  the  voting  was:  in  favour  of  the 
amendment  -  31,  opposed  -  34,  absten- 
tions -  6.  Subsequent  to  the  defeat 
of  that  amendment,  a  new  amendment 
was  proposed  by  Charlie  Hill,  to  wit: 
that  whatever  the  sex  of  the  chair- 
person be,  the  opposite  sex  would  oc- 
cupy the  chair  of  vice-person.  By 
this  time,  however,  many  of  the  wo- 
men had  walked  out,  refusing  a  plea 
for  further  discussion. 

Before  Hill's  amendment  was  con- 
sidered a  question  was  directed  to 
the  chair.  Namely,  was  the  decision 
of  the  chairman  to  procede  immedia- 
tely with  a  vote  on  the  women's  amend- 
ment predicated  upon  the  authority 
of  the  chairman  as  outlined  in  the 
above  noted  "Rules  of  Procedure"? 
The  chairman  responded  in  the  affir- 
mative. To  which  response  the  furt- 
her comment  was  made  that  the  "Rules 
of  Procedure"  were  never  debated  or 
adopted  by  the  general  meeting  and, 
therefore,  how  could  they  be  valid 
as  an  instrument  for  decision-making 
since  they  were  presented  as  a  fait 
accompl i ?  The  chairman  then  caTTi? 
for  a  vote  on  whether  the  "Rules  of 
Procedure"  should  be  adopted  as  bind- 
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ing  upon  the  general  meetings  of  CH 
AT.  The  vote  was  45  in  favour,  6  op- 
posed, with  one  abstention.  It  was 
pointed  out,  nevertheless,  that  the 
adoption  of  the  "Rules  of  Procedure" 
after  they  had  been  employed  was  ex 
past  facto  and,  as  such,  contrary  to 
any  motion  of  democratic  procedure, 
and  thus  the  validity  of  the  previous 
vote  was  called  into  question. 

The  next  item  of  business  was 
Hill's  amendment  regarding  the  re- 
spective gender  of  the  chairperson 
and  vice-chairperson.  The  vote  was 
taken  without  debate  and  the  results 
as  follows:  45  in  favour,  7  opposed 
with  two  abstentions.  The  meeting, 
replete  with  all  its  discontents,  was 
adjourned. 

The  final  meeting  regarding  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution  took 
place  on  Tuesday,  December  28th.  The 
fireworks  of  the  previous  two  meetings 
were  absent  and  the  evening  was  spent 
in  the  rather  dull  busines  of  reading 
each  section  of  the  constitution  and 
voting  upon  it.  Only  two  mildly  con- 
troversial votes  were  taken.  The  first 
was  a  motion  to  amend  the  constitution 
so  as  to  elect  the  chairperson  and 
vice-chairperson  directly  from  the 
membership;  it  was  defeated  by  a  vote 
of  17  to  13  with  0  abstentions.  The 
other  vote  that  was  taken  concerned 
whether  individual  members  of  CHAT 
should  have  the  riqht  to  vote  bv 
proxy,  since,  by  necessity,  anyform 
of  corporate  establishment  which 
joined  CHAT  would  vote  by  proxy.  The 
right  of  individual  membership  proxy 
was  upheld  by  a  vote  of  19  in  favour, 
IS  opposed  with  5  abstentions. 

Following  a  suggestion  that,  if 
possible,  the  legalese  'he'  which  oc- 
curs throughout  the  constitution  be 
substituted  by  a  non-gender  indicating 
noun  was  proposed.  The  general  meet- 
ing voted,  in  principle,  to  adopt  the 
constitution;  there  was  one  dissenting 
vote.  The  constitution  is  now  being 
redrafted  to  include  the  new  revisions 
and  amendments.  Copies  of  the  con- 
stitution will  be  available  from  CH 
AT.  The  next  few  meetings  of  CHAT 
should  see  the  culmination  of  the 
attempt  to  adopt  a  constitution.  Fol- 
lowing final  ratification,  election 
of  an  Executive  Committee  will  soon 
be  in  the  offing. 

All  three  of  the  meetings  which  I 
have  described  were  plagued  with  a  lot 
of  bad  vibes.  I  have  not  attempted 
to  convey  all  that  was  going  down  in 
these  meetings.  Rather,  I  have  at- 
tempted to  present  only  a  chronology 
of  events;  I  have  sought  to  present 
an  unbiased  account  of  the  facts  Un- 
doubtedly, there  will  be  those  who 
question  the  success  of  my  attempt  at 
objectivity  or  who  will  see  errors  in 
my  presentation.  1  welcome  your  re- 
sponse by  noting  that  these  pages  are 
open  to  any  reader  who  wishes  to  offer 

LHeJ°'?der:  fls  for  an  interpretation 
and  evaluation  of  the  events  surround  ng 
the  adoption  of  CHAT's  constitution 
see  the  Headitorial.      '•"•ution 


Herb  Spiers 


by  CHRIS  FOX 


Here  are  a  few  of  the  reasons  why 
I  think  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment would  be  beneficial  not  just  to 
women  but  to  the  entire  community. 
One  of  the  faults  that  is  apparent 
when  we  do  look  at  the  entire  com- 
munity, heterophile  and  homophile, 
is  that  in  very  few  areas  do  women 
have  any  meaningful  say  in  import- 
ant decisions.  This,  coupled  with 
the  vastly  different  conditioning 
which  separates  men  and  women  in  this 
society  making  them,  effectively, 
half  human  b<-,ngs  (i.e.  in  the  sim- 
plified state;  one  aggressive  and 
one  passive  instead  of  a  mutual  en- 
compassing of  both  these  human  traits) 
leads  to  a  serious  imbalance  in  those 
decisions  which  determine  the  course 
of  our  society.  We  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  overcome  this  imbalance  in 
our  own  organization. 

I  feel  that  we  are  trying  to  show 
to  ourselves  and  to  others,  that  men 
and  women  and,  specifically,  female 
and  male  homophiles,  can  work  toget- 
her with  understanding  to  their  mut- 
ual advantage.  The  root  of  our  op- 
pression is  the  same.  However,  while 
we  are  all  oppressed  as  homophiles, 
the  form  that  that  oppression  takes 
when  applied  to  the  female  is  dif- 
ferent than  the  form  it  takes  when 
applied  to  the  male.  This  is  partly 
because  the  female  and  male  feel  dif- 
ferently because  of  the  different 


is  adopted,  then  it  is  guaranteed 
that  we  will  work  together  at  all 
levels;  having  equal  power  within, 
and  equal  responsibility  to  the  tot- 
al group. 

WHY  THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  GUARANTEE? 

Looking  at  the  facts,  it  would 
seem  only  natural  that  since  men 
form  a  large  majority  within  CHAT, 
are  accustomed  to  male  leadership 
and  a  basically  male-oriented  organ 
ization;  a  majority  of  men  would 
naturally  be  elected  to  direct  CHAT 
While  this  needn't  be  a  disaster,  I 
do  feel  it  could  have  negative  re- 
sults. Since  women  are  a  minority 
within  CHAT  and  generally  do  not 
socialize  with  the  majority  of  men, 
the  ideas  of  women  would  probably 
never  become  widely  know  or  under- 
stood within  CHAT.  This  would  be 
detrimental  for  reasons  already 
stated. 

Although  the  women  comprise  a 
minority  within  CHAT,  their  ideas 
and  beliefs  cover  a  broad  spectrum 
i.e.  from  very  conservative  to  very 
radical.  Therefore,  for  Drooer  re- 
presentation and  understanding  of  the 
situation  as  experienced  by  Lesbians, 
one  or  two  women  would  not  be  ade- 
quate. Equal  female/male  represent- 
ation would  therefore  ensure  better 
and  broader  representation  for  the 


conditioning  they  each  have  received 
and  partly  because  society  regards 
and  treats  men  and  women  differently 
Therefore  the  problems  of  the  male 
and  female  homophile  are  different. 
Not  any  more  or  less,  or  harder  or' 
thS'f  t0  nand,e-  Jus*  different.  I 
think  that  having  an  amendment  guar- 
anteeing equal  representation,  al- 
though, in  fact,  women  are  a  minor- 
ity in  CHAT,  would  help  ensure  that 
both  forms  that  the  oppression  takes 
would  be  realized,  discussed  and 
struggled  with  at  every  level  in  the 
structure  of  CHAT. 

I  think  it  is  important  that  the 
men  and  women  in  CHAT  want  to  work 
together.  We  are  all  striving  to 
do  just  that.  Up  until  this  point 
it  has  been  basically  on  a  discussion 
level.  However,  if  this  amendment 


women's  situation  and  nopefully  lead 
to  better  mutual  understanding. 

I  feel  that  we  are  working  not 
only  for  our  own  individual  liber- 
ation, nor  for  liberation  of  CHAT 
members  only,  but  for  the  liberation 
of  all  homophiles.  What  we  are  de- 
ciding is,  in  essence:  Is  the  pos- 
ition of  female  homophiles  any  less 
important  or  less  deserving  of  an 
equal  share  in  the  making  of  decis- 
ions simply  because  there  are  fewer 
women  within  CHAT? 

Perhaps,  in  fact,  if  we  have  total 
equality  within  the  structure  of 
CHAT,  it  may  attract  more  women  to 
the  group  and,  as  I  understand  it 
this  has  been,  since  inception,  one 
of  CHAT's  strongest  desires.   I 

hat  it  probably  won't  make  a 
bit  of  difference  to  the  women 
ing  with  a  lover  who  does  not  feel 
that  she  herself  is  oppressed, 
Continued  on  page  19 
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Because  the  gay  movement  is  to  new, 
confusion  exists  about  the  meaning  of 
the  term  "Coming  out'.   It  has  two 
meanings.  When  a  person  consciously 
recognizes  and  accepts  his  homosexual 
feelings  and  internalizes  them  into 
his  personality,  he  has  come  out.  He 
may  not  disclose  this  change  to  any 
other  living  person,  but  he  has  sti i i 

ome  out.  But  coming  out  also  means 
I  j  a  considered  decision  to  live 

penly  in  society,  to  cease  hiding 
ones  sexual  orientation  from  the  view 
of  society,  including  family,  employer 
and  friends.  To  avoid  confusion,  I 
call  this  second  process  "surfacing  , 
although  others  call  it  "coming  up 
front."  If  you  like  puns,  you  could 
call  it  "the  second  coming."  In  any 
case,  both  processes  can  be  extremely 
difficult  and  both  are  turning  points 
in  the  life  of  every   gay  person. 

Heterosexual  society  has  many  rites 
of  passage  to  help  a  person  move  from 
one  stage  of  his  life  to  another.  The 
dedication  of  babies,  marriages  and 
funerals  are  standard  procedure  in 
every   church.  Confirmations,  bar  mit- 
zvahs  and,  in  other  cultures,  puberty 
rites,  mark  the  beginning  of  adult 
status.  I  believe  gay  people  need  to 
develop  our  own  rites  of  passage  to 


And  yet,  these  pressures  seem  to 
be  lifting  as  soceity  becomes  more  en- 
lightened in  the  face  of  our  efforts 
to  gain  more  control  over  the  deter- 
mination of  our  own  life-styles.  With 
small  groups  of  young  activists  leading 
the  way  in  the  major  cities  of  North 
America  and  Europe,  a  new  spirit  of 
confidence  and  hope  pervades  our  com- 
munity. We  are  creating  our  own  instit- 
utions of  many  kinds  to  carve  out  our 
own  "Free  living  spaces"  where  we  can 
define  ourselves,  strengthen  our  per- 
sonalities, and  search  out  new  ways 
of  relating  to  one  another  and  to  the 
society  we  live  in. 

But  I  am  not  in  agreement  with  those 
who  have  visions  of  setting  up  a  sep- 
arate gay  community  or  state,  ala 
Alpine  Country.  Our  objective  should 
be  to  change  all  the  institutions  of 
society  so  that  eventually  the  dif- 
ference between  gay  and  straight  will 
be  diminished  to  the  point  of  having 
no  consequence.  That  is  why  I  have 
chosen  to  work  within  a  heterosexual 
religious  denomination,  the  Unitarian 
Universalist  Association.  A  small 
group  of  us  have  formed  the  Gay  Caucus 
of  the  U.U.A.  to  confront  the  denom- 
ination ,  with  its  exclusion  of  us 
from  all  areas  of  church  life,  to  deal 


help  us  each  transcend  the  two  potent-  wi th  the  harrassment  of  gay  ministers 


ial)y  most  difficult  and  crucial  per 
iods  in  our  lives;  coming  out  and  sur- 
facing. 

Coming  out  has  in  the  past  usually 
been  a  solitary  and  frightening  exper- 
ience. You  believe  you  are  alone  in 
the  world,  cut  off  from  the  whole  of 
society,  one  of  a  particular  kind  of 
species  that  you  have  been  taught  to 
despise  from  childhood,  and  now  you 
are  consciously  moving  into  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  despised.  For  many  it 
is  the  most  shattering  moment  of  their 
lives  and  usually  there  is  no  outside 
help  forthcoming.  Most  parents,  doc- 
tors, ministers,  social  workers,  school 


and  employees,  and  to  overcome  the 
strong  religious  prejudice  towards 
gays  that  Unitarians  have  inherited 
from  their  Judeo-Christian  past.  Loc- 
ally, a  small  group  of  us  meet  Sunday 
evenings  at  First  Unitarian  Congreg- 
ation. Even  this  is  a  small  advance, 
considering  the  church  board  turned 
down  a  request  for  meeting  space  from 
CHAT  about  a  year  ago  when  it  was  just 
forming.  It  is  my  hope  that  series  of 
dialogues  can  be  carried  on  between 
the  Gay  Fellowship  and  other  groups 
within  the  congregation,  which  will 
lead  to  our  full  participation  in 
church  activities,  attending  dances 


counsellors,  psychologists  and  psychia-  and  church  suppers  together,  teaching 

trists  have  such  negative  attitudes  to  in  the  religious  education  program, 

homosexuality  that  the  emerging  person  having  our  relationships  celebrated  by 

is  overwhelmed  by  a  cacophony  of  voices  the  minister,  participating  in  services 

trying  to  "save"  him.  Most  of  us  know  that  have  special  meaning  for  us  as 


of  at  least  one  suicide  resulting  from 
these  violent  efforts  to  force  a  per- 
son into  the  straight  and  narrow  path 
of  heterosexuality. 

Surfacing  is  also  fraught  with 
perils.  In  the  past,  before  the  gay 
community  had  its  own  organizations, 
very  few  of  the  millions  of  gay  people 
wished  to  or  were  able  to  surface  will- 
ingly because  of  the  physical  and 
psychologocial  harrassment  they  could 
expect.  At  one  stroke,  one  could  be 
socially  ostracized  in  one's  church, 
club  or  school,  lose  one's  job,  be 
excluded  from  all  contact  with  one's 
family,  relatives  or  friends,  lose 
one's  driver's  license,  have  one's 
insurance  increased  or  cancelled,  be- 
come the  object  of  police  harrassment 
be  forced  to  give  up  one's  house  or 
apartment  because  of  "neighborly" 
ostracism,  receive  obscene  Dhone  calls, 
risk  being  beaten  up  by  hostile  thugs 
Gay  women  had  the  additional  problem 
of  automatlca" 


gays,  participating  openly  as  whole 
persons  within  the  congregation. 

Since  the  day  when  these  things 
can  happen  is  still  some  way  off,  we 
must  continue  to  turn  our  attention 
inwards,  helping  each  other  to  face 
the  strains  of  living  in  a  hostile 
community  and  a  church  which  barely 
recognizes  our  existence.  That  is 
why  I  am  suggesting  that  we  need  to 
create  services  or  ceremonies  that 
deal  with  our  own  needs,  and  specif- 
ically with  coming  our  and  surfacing. 

A  coming  our  ceremony  should  help 
the  gay  person  to  affirm  his  own  sense 
of  self-worth,  to  accept  his  new- 
found sexuality  with  joy  and  celebration 
and  to  faster  within  him  a  love  for 
himself,  for  others  of  his  kind,  and 
even  for  those  who  would  try  to  change 
him  or  oppress  him.  Other  gays  pre- 
sent should  declare  their  emotional 
support  for  her  or  him  to  help  over- 
come the  alienation  and  loneness  of 
coming  out,  and  to  provide  a  positive 


y  being  categorized  as 
prostitutes,  fair  game  for  any  straight  welcome  to  the  qay  community 
nan.  in  addition  to  all  the  other  prob-     a  surfacing  ceremony  should  be  a 
1  ems  that  women  face  in  our  super-       j0yftfl  experience,  a  declaration  of 
straight  male-dominated  society.  Is     personal  freedom  from  the  internal 
it  any  wonder  we  preferred  to  love      and  external  restrictions  of  the  past 
underground",  pretending  to  be  straights  a  time  of  triumphant  music  and  danc- 
ather  than  bringing  all  this  upon  our-   ing.  It  should  be  arranged  to  happen 

in  a  public  olace,  and  Invitations  to 


attend  should  be  sent  to  one's  family 
relatives,  friends,  employers,  employ- 
ees, etc. 

I  am  49.   I  am  an  older  gay  who 
grew  up  in  a  different  era  than  this 
more  hopeful  one,  where  the  brave 
young  activists  lead  the  way  in 
strenatheninq  and  develoDina  our  com- 
munity. I  do  not  always  agree  with 
tneir  militant  jargon  or  with  some  or 
their  confrontation  methods.   I  prefer 
the  gentle  approach  although  I  agree 
there  are  times  when  confrontation  is 
the  only  way  to  educate  a  backward 
society.   I  am  very  much  concerned 
about  the  older  gay  woman  or  man  who 
has  had  to  live  in  the  closet  for  most 
of  his  life,  has  a  lot  invested  in  a 
job  or  profession,  and  cannot  easily 
break  free  from  his  old  patterns  of 
thought.  The  older  gay  needs  liber- 
ating too,  but  it  is  going  to  come 
much  harder  for  him  than  for  the 
younger  gays  coming  out  to-day. 

Continued  on  page  19 


Currently,  the  Immigration  Act  is 
being  revised  by  the  Department  of 
Manpower  and  Immigration.  In  late 
summer  of  1971  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Federal  Government  de- 
manding, among  other  things,  that  all 
references  to  homosexuals  and  'homo- 
sexualism' be  dropped. 

However,  as  it  now  appears  these 
discriminatory  references  will  re- 
main as  is  unless  the  gay  community 
and  other  interested  individuals 
write  demanding  that  these  sections 
be  deleted  from  the  Immigration  Act. 
There  are  good  reasons  for  deleting 
these  sections  from  the  Act,  the  main 
point  being  that  they  are  inconsistent 
with  the  1969  criminal  code  amendment 
which  made  homosexual  acts  between 
consenting  adults  'not-illegal.' 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  one  gay 
brother  in  Toronto  has  been  ordered 
deported  because  of  his  homosexuality. 
This  is  a  reflection  upon  all  of  us 
as  gays.  If  he  looses  his  appeal  he 
will  be  forced  to  leave  Canada  be- 
cause he  shares  the  same  sexual  pre- 
ference as  the  rest  of  us. 

The  best  procedure  for  trying  to 
obtain  these  deletions  is  to  write 
a  brief  personal  letter.  It  need 
not  be  long;  just  make  the  essential 
point  that  you  want  the  relevant 
sections  dealing  with  homosexuality 
dropped. 

Write  to; 

The  Honourable  Otto  Lang 

Minister  of  Manpower  and  Immigration 

E.  A.  Bourque  Building, 

305  Rideau  Street, 

Ottawa,  Ontario   KIA  0K2 

If  for  some  reason  you  cannot  write 
■we  are  circulating  petitions  bearing  the 
[signatures  of  as  many  people  as  possible 
■which  will  be  sent  to  Lang,  and  which  can 
■be  signed  either  at: 

C.H.A.T. 

6  Charles  St.   E.   (third  floor) 

964-0653 

{soon  moving  to  58  Cecil  St.) 
or 

The  Body  Politic  Collective 

65  Kendal  Ave. ,  Apt.  8 

Toronto  4,  Ontario 

We  will  also  be  attempting  to  place 

petitions  in  the  various  gay  estab- 
lishments throughout  Toronto.  If  you 
live  outside  Toronto,  contact  your 
local  homophile  organization  or  gay 
lib  group  (see  the  community  page  for- 
a  complete  listing) 


selves  at  one  blow! 


WSt 
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A  column  which  endeavours  to  bring 
'tastefullness'  to  the  revolution. 
It  combines  the  real  with  the  sur- 
real depending  on  your  approach  to 
life. 

We  would  also  like  to  deal  with  the 
many  hassles,  affronts  or  just  plain 
joys  of  day   to  day  living  and  would 
appreciate  any  community  news  and/or 
outrage  from  the  readers 


••■For  those  who  are  frustrated  be- 
yond belief  with  the  unemployment 
hassels  and  the  buiuner  of  findinq 

F^ro.t  M°rk,;,  "V   '  su99est  CRUNCH. 
Forget  Martha  Manpower  for  now  there 
is  an  alternative  employment  agency 
for  freaks  and  other  desirables  in 
the  community. 

CRUNCH  is  located  in  Rochdale  -  the 
people  there  are  fantastic  to  rap 
with-and  if  yOU  „ave  spec)al  skn)s 
or  talents  you  stand  a  good  chance 
of  finding  interesting  work   Also 
you  can  be  sure  of  getting  a  valid' 
useful  job  opposed  to  Manpowers  grey 
off ice-pablum  routine. 

;;fr""ch  -;  c°™™Uy'switchboard 
_34,9B,oor8St.  West.  -  Rm.  209 

.. Jou  hear  so  much  about  banannas 
<   Hiys../t|,ecM,uitJ  b    a 
is  not  your  average  bananna  -  it 
has  a  special  second  skin  ' 

niL.JjP  what  a°out  the  oft  ne- 
glected CUCUMBER... Now  here  is  a 
prime  instance  of  oppression;  fmit 
versus  vegetables... Yes  folks  rioht 
under  your  noses  in  tkl  """'•  r'gnt 
wtirniL.      the  supermarket 

So  I  sav  tnPPnSS1°n  rU"S  ™">ant 
ber  lo  er  y  s?Jh  *™i   '">""  cucum- 

and  love  a  cucumber  to  dea"   Cu 

1  ike  Peter  Pan  inheat'^0;^ 
^eev'ofluatiCoUnCaUr;berfaCia,  t0^---its 
•"••"^T!l;""» — • ....„ 


...Twilights  Food  Fancies:  Which 
means  that  I  have  gotten  into  an 
underground  food  space  these  days... 
I  will  be  suggesting  places  where 
our  poor  street  gay  can  have  a  cheap 
but  interesting,  meal... 
This  weeks  choice  is  the  Bagel  Res- 
taurant at  285  College  St.  near  Spad- 
ina...This  is  food  that  your  sure  to 
get  off  on,  Jewish  mother  or  not... 
One  of  my  favorites  is  a  huge  mound 
of  chopped  liver  on  a  bagel,  804... 
Always,  one  is  given  ample  portions 
of  food,  plus  the  occasional  gem  of 
advice. ..For  instance,  I  was  informed 
(by  one  of  the  truly  surreal  wait- 
resses) that  I  looked  'just  like  a 
girl'  as  was  cautioned  'you  better 
watch  out  or  some  man  might  rape  you' 
...Needless  to  say  I  still  live  in 
hope. . 

A  SIGN  OF  THE  TIMES:  over  a  Queen  St. 

store  reads 'we  deliver 

FANCY  FRUITS' 

I  wondered  if  this  was  copy  for  some 
obscure  religious  sect ,  a  very  to- 
gether gay  lib  slogen,  or  an  indic- 
ation that  our  culture  has  finally 
been  accepted  by  the  masses... 


THE.ilOqY.MUTtC  vPASC 
Having  trouble  or  would  like  advice 
for  your  L.I. P.  project ..  .then. . . 
give  the  Metro  Resources  Center  a 
call  at  461-0771. ..Storefront  at 
347  Oanforth  Ave... Call  or  drop-in 


...CHAT  has  a  new  center-complex 
building  on  Cecil  St.,  near  Grossman's 
Tavern  (its  in  a  very  trippy  old 
church/synagogue  building). . .Res- 
torations are  underway  and  when  fin- 
ally opened  it  will  contain:  CHAT 
offices,  meeting  space,  a  dance  club 
and  coffee  house. . .Would  seem  that 
alternatives  to  the  ghetto  are  get- 
ting better  and  better... 


In  closing  I  can  only  hope  that  I  have 
sufficiently  fucked  your  minds  for 
this  issue  and  will  continue  to  work 
at  being  outrageous,  overbearing  and 
ridiculous  throughout  1972. ..I  have 
two  New  Years  Resolutions:  one,  to  be 
higher  than  a  kite  and  two,  to  be 
bigger  than  a  breadbox. . .Hope  you 
find  my  resolutions  noble  ones  as  I 
feel  confident  that  I  will  be  able 
to  stick  to  them  throughout  the 
coming  year 

Please  send  me  any  current  community 
news. ..I  will  continue  to  fill  in 
with  surrealism  where  pertinent 
Together  we  will  make  life  mythical 


Till  Then 

Post  Mistletoe  Kisses 

Twilight  Rose 
Twilight  Trails 
c/o  Body  Politic 
Apt.  8 

65  Kendal  Ave. 
Toronto  4,  Ontario 


Mailing  Address 


...I  have  nothing  but  praise  and  ad- 
miration for  David  Tipes  Cabbagetown 
Plays  currently  running  at  the  Tar- 
ragon Theatre... I  shan't  attempt  any 
pretentious  review  or  evaluation  of 
the  plays  as  I  consider  criticism  and 
critics  rather  negatively  and  felt  thai 
we  are  all  old  enough  to  judge  for 
ourselves... So,  trust  Twilight  and  do 
see  these  fine  plays... One  of  the 
Plays  is  on  a  gay  theme... The  title 
is  rather  mad:  "The  Travesty  and 
the  Fruit-Fly.".  .'... 
CABBAGETOWN  PLAYS  by 'David  Tipe 
Tarragon  Theatre... 30  Bridgeman  Ave 
til  Jan  30th.. .Admission  2  and  3 
dollars,  donations  on  Sundays  (you 
pay  what  you  can  afford) .. .evenings 
at  8:30.  telephone  964-8833. 


TO  LOVE  ONESELF  IS  THE  BEGINNING 
OF  A  LIFE-LONG  ROMANCE 

-Oscar  Wilde- 

POEMS: 

rampant 
and 

rilled 

lie  the  bedsheets 
thunder-thrilled 
limb 

entangled 


now  so 
stilled 


by  the  silence 


ON  THE  EPHEMERALS:  Well,  our  dear 
Vancouver  correspondant ,  Fluerrette 
du  Ma  ,  reports  much  news  and  Christ- 
mas flurry  from  that  fair  city..  It 
seems  that  Baby  Jane  Hudson  is  fin- 
ally off  to  France  to  study  at  the 
Sorbornne.  Baby  wants  to  bring  a 
little  culture  to  the  revolution,  I'm 
sure... Madame  Wow  has  gone  back  to 
university  to  study  the  advancing 
techniques  of  dildo  construction  and 

would  like  to  visit  Mayor  Campbell 
as  a  well  lit  Christmas  tree  as  part 

nr„H!e,  °k   ^try  enlightenment 
Project.  And  amazing  Grace  is  doing 
the  old  drag  bit  at  the  local  churches 
fkl v,   my'  SUCh  n1ce  seas°nal  glitter 

»l!^Tr  ?s  our  ,ovlies  br1"9  a 
"arm  holiday  glow  to  the  revolution 

"  T?nP  i?  5hS.good  I""",  kiddies 

»U»eJLedw.K:i!!i  J™.T;]Il|ht ; . . . 


of 
this 
kiss. 

RON 

Alone 
with  this 
grim 

leaf -drenched 
november  eve 
to  pare  words 
and  thoughts 
like  scented 
autumn  apples 
and  remember 
warmly 

how  our  hands 
spoke 
fare- 
well . 


If  only  you  could  endure  like  the 
essence  of  a  poem 
And  use  your  hands  like  words  to 
sweep  me  off  my  feet. 


,  ,bu  nuiw  i  ruin 


Kent,  who  works  in  the  CHAT  office  i 
organizing  an  experimental  vocal 
9roup...So  if  you  can  sing  like  a 
«««;.2'Ve  h,m  a  ca"  «  964-0653. 


John  Forbes 
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Write, 

WE    GET    LETTERS 

A        TESTIMONIAL 

"You've  got  to  belong!"  That's 
the  watchword  of  today's  culture.  We 
are  bombarded  from  ill  sides  to  do 
so.  And  as  the  pressures  increase, 
we  become  less  inclined  to  commit 
ourselves  to  anyone  or  anything. 

Commitment,  aye,  there's  the  rub. 
Like  Hamlet,  we  become  not  necessar- 
ily unable,  but  mainly  just  downright 
unwilling  to  mate  tf"  our  minds.  We 
combat  the  pressures  to  make  a  de- 
cision, a  commitment,  by  sitting  down 
like  a  child  in  tantrum  and  "clamming 
up". 

However  hard  we  try,  the  tactic 
fails  to  succeed.  We  deceive  our- 
selves into  believing  so,  but  all  we 
really  accomplish  by  such  action  is 
tantamount  to  saying,  "Go  ahead,  walk 
right  on  over  me.  I  don't  have  an 
opinion,  so  it  really  doesn't  matter 
anyway".  And  thus,  we  inadvertantly 
do  commit  ourselves,  to  political, 
intellectual,  idealogical ,  cultural, 
everything  but  physical  suicide,  and 
the  process  we  create  could  eventual- 
ly lead  as  far  as  that  undesirable 
reality. 

The  intelligentsia  shies  away  from 
involvment  out  of  fear  of  being  label- 
led "fanatics"  or  "true  believers"  as 
Eric  Hoffer  put  it.  The  stimulation 
of  this  fear  was  certainly  not  Hoffer's 
intent,  but  he  unwittingly  helped 
swell  the  ranks  of  the  uncommitted. 

Physical  violence,  not  one  in  the 
streets  but  even  in  the  privacy  of 
our  homes,  to  a  great  extent  accounts 
for  the  fear  of  involvment  that  in- 
creasingly affects  the  attitude  of  the 
general  public.  Apathy  becomes  a  vir- 
tue by  default. 

We  refuse  to  vote.  We  refuse  to 
work  with  the  party  of  our  choice,  or 
to  organize  our  own  parties,  and  then 
we  have  the  audacity  to  complain  about 
"the  government".  That's  hypocrisy  of 
the  lowest  and  most  inexcusable  sort. 


Apathy  has  made  our  society  what 
it  is,  and  that  is  why,  over  and  above 
the  fact  of  personal  sexual  preference, 
I  have  become  a  member  of  the  Gay  Lib- 
eration Movement.  The  truly  remark- 
able thing  about  GLM  is  not  only  the 
work  it  does  for  the  liberation  of  the 
homophile,  but  its  concern  for  all 
persons,  homosexual  and  heterosexual, 
black  and  white,  left  and  right.  A 
concern  that  seeks  equality  and  civil 
rights  in  an  unselfish  manner  so  re- 
freshing, if  only  in  the  fact  that  it 
even  exists. 

We  are  all  one,  or  better  still, 
we  are  all  citizens  of  the  world.  We 
seek  to  become  equal,  and  yet  with 
the  intention  of  still  being  human, 
individual,  different,  within  the 
general  confines  of  that  equality. 

Freedom  is  a  matter  of  spiritual 
vitality,  and  it  is  this  awakening, 
this  dynamic  awareness  that  is  or  at 
least  should  be  the  general  concern 
of  us  all.  Wake  up!  Be  straight, 
be  gay,  but  above  all  be  yourself, 
and  be  proud,  not  with  the  pride  that 
leads  to  repression,  but  the  simple 
pride  of  existence. 


"I  am,  and  this  ts  what  I   think." 
Say  it  loud  enough  and  often  enough 
and  someone  is  bound  to  sit  up  and 
Uke   notice.  All  1n  all,  it's  the 
not  so  simple  act  of  commitment. 

The  end  for  now. 

Vernon,  Associate  Member 
University  of  Waterloo 
Gay  Liberation  Movement. 

A  RESPONSE 
Vernon, 

Before  printing  your  article  in 
The  Body  Politic,  I  would  like  to 
suggest  that  you  reconsider  your 
attitude  toward  'straight'  as  expres- 
sed in 

"Wake  up!  Be  straight,  be  gay,  but 
above  all  be  proud, " 

As  it  is  straights  (or  more  exactly 
straight  males)  run  the  world  and  are 
more  than  proud  already. 

'Straight'  is  the  accepted  norm. 
The  'Tightness  of  their  "sexual" 
choice  is  taken  for  granted. 

It's  the  'qays'  that  have  had  to 
hide  in  this  oppressive  straiqht_ 
world.   'Stand  up  and  be  proud'  makes 
sense  only  when  applied  to  those  not 
allowed  any  pride  up  to  now. 

It's  impossible  to  'be  yourself 
as  we  are  all  tainted  with  'sexual 
identities'  and  until  sexual  defin- 
ition (roles)  are  completely  smashed 
we  can  not  be  sure  what  our  'real' 
selves  are. 

In  struggle 
Jude 


REFLECTIONS     OF 

I  sit  alone  in  my  room,  my  closet, 
look  into  my  mirror  and  reflect  upon 
my  life  of  some  19  years.  All  thoughts 
pass  in  spurring,  unrelated  flashes, 
but  they  total.  They  have  meaning 
to  what  I  am.  And  I  think  of  my 
future  and  just  about  cry.  I  am  sad- 
dened by  society's  fools  and  by  the 
many  who  would  not  understand;  and 
I  cry   because  my  friend  does  not. 

My  last  five  years  have  seen  me 
achieve  a  consciousness  for  social  , 
political  and  economic  reformation, 
if  not  outriqht  chanqe.  But  it  goes 
further  than  for  many  of  the  people  I 
know,  i  want  human  UDeration;  an 
end  to  the  manipulative  and  super- 
ficial indoctrination  of  society. 

I  relate  to  the  words  "friend" 
and  "love"  with  anxiety  because  today 
they  have  been  exploited  beyond  human 
dignity  but  within  those  five  years 
I  have  found  both.  They  were  found 
in  someone  I  had  first  thought  little 
of,  yet  throughout  the  years  of  our 
association  we  must  have  grown  to- 
gether because  I  had.  And  the  beauty 
was  that  sexuality  mattered  not,  at 
least  not  until  the  end. 

I  had  felt  the  pain  when  he  bled; 
the  love  when  he  thought  he  did.  I 
listened  and  understood  his  frus- 
trations. His  hopes  and  aspirations 
were  mine.  I  was  there.  We  were 
friends  yet  strangers,  and  it  ended 
when  I  reached  out  and  tried  to  touch 
him.  Oh  God  how  it  hurts.  Why  can 
we  not  relate  as  human  beings? 

Three  months  have  passed  and  I 
still  withstand  the  unmerciful  agony. 
The  people  in  my  surrounding  sputter 
out  their  problems  and  frustrations 
and  I  sit  back  and  laugh  at  them  and 
myself.  If  they  could  only  hear  mine. 
But  it's  not  for  them  to  hear;  for 


who  are  they?  There  is  only  one  that 
need  know,  and,  for  my  sake,  need 
understand.  The  first  has  been  ac- 
complished and  the  latter  not,  but 
the  hope  is  that  what  we  were  to  each- 
other  would  eventually  conquer.  Of 
course,  I've  often  been  referred  to 
as  the  "eternal  optimist".  Nonethe- 
less, I'll  always  be  there  but  until 
that  moment  arrives,  for  it  had  bet- 
ter, I'll  attempt  to  leave  my  room 
and  do  my  bit  for  human  liberation. 

Jack 


GAYS      IN      THE     MEDIA 

All  newsrooms   across  North  America 
seem  to  have  two  aspects   in  common. 
They  tend  to  be  politically  liberal, 
and  to  rely  upon  material   and  inform- 
ation sent  to  them  regarding  news 
stories.     Few  news  departments  today 
have  either  the  staff  or  the  time  for 
investigative  reporting.    (Hence,  since 
those  of  the  left  are  generally  mak- 
ing the  news,  they  are  the  ones  whose 
activities  are  usually  reported.) 

It  is  unnecessary  here  to  discuss 
in  detail  the  various  left-wing  news 
stories  which  appear  daily  in  news- 
papers, on  radio  and  on  television; 
but  they  include  the  protest  to  the 
war  in  Vietnam,  growing  concern  with 
manipulation  of  our  environment,  and 
an  empathy  for  those  who  are  starving 
in  our  own  country  and  abroad.     There 
is,  however,  one  wave  of  the  new  left 
which  has  been  to  a  large  extent  ig- 
nored by  the  news  media:     namely,  Gay 
Liberation.     Indeed,  there  is  only 
token  recognition  of  women's   liber- 
ation which  is  more  militant  and  more 
established   than  gay   lib.      It   is   there 
fore  necessary  to  examine  the  reasons 
for  this  neglect. 

The  swing  from  a  middle-of-the-road 
viewpoints  that  news  departments  so 
prided  themselves  on  more  than  a  de- 
cade ago,  to  a  position  slightly  left 
of  that,  is  now  history.     It  began 
with  the  Civil. Rights  Movement  and 
the  wave  of  northern  intellectuals 
who  descended  into  the  deep  south   to 
register  blacks   to  vote  and  included 
sit-ins  at  various  anti-black  estab- 
lishments  in  the  south.     The  arrests 
which  followed  those  sit-ins  and  the 


march  on  Selma  began  a  movement  which 
slowly  liberalized  those  in  the  news- 
rooms.    Nevertheless,  at  first  each 
liberation  movement  has  been  treated 
with  an  almost  humourous  approach  by   the 
news  media.     Women's   liberation  is 
only  now  emerging  from  a  topic  of  hum- 
our by  newsmen  and  media  interviewers. 
Yet  the  women's  movement  is  still  gain- 
ing inroads  by  forcing  the  government 
into  enacting  legislation  guaranteeing 
equal  employment  and  rights  under  the 
law.     Now  the  movement  is  involved  in 
making  the  public  aware  of  the  ways 
women  are  used  subconsciously  by  males 
as  a  sexual  toy.     This  is  a  more  dif- 
ficult task  as  it  involves  the  tearing 
down  of  cultural  barriers,  built  up 
by  generation  upon  generation,  so 
that  man  will   accept  woman  as  an  eq- 
ual.    Television  is  playing  a  role 
in  this.     Only  a  decade  ago  a  woman 
on  the  media  would  be  employed  to  do 
a  cooking  show,  or  perhaps  a  weather- 
cast.     Today  this  is  changing.     Wo- 
men are  taking  an  active  role  in  news- 
casting  and  reporting  and  are  doing 
an  admirable  job.     Even  the  CBC  has 


Continued  on  page  19 
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WHY  WE  NEEO  EQUAL 
REPRESENTATION 
CONTINUED 

sure  in  fact  that  it  will  not  make 
any  difference  to  the  woman  who  feels 
that  there  is  no  reason  for  gays  to 
join  together  simply  because  they're 
gay.  And  why  should  it  -  we  wouldn't 
be  here  except  that  we  feel  the  exact 
opposite. 

However  there  are   older  women  that 
have  talked  to  me.  One  thing  that 
has  been  said  is  that  many  of  their 
friends  will  not  come  because  they 
see  the  women  in  CHAT  as  being  an 
auxiliary.  Needless  to  say,  I  screm- 
ed  that  this  was  not  the  case.  I  was 
told  that  impressions  matter  a  great 
deal.  This  amendment  would  clear  up 
that  impression. 

I  have  heard  many  younger  women 
and  especially  women's  liberation- 
ists  say  that,  because  of  the  over 
powering  preponderance  of  men  in 
CHAT'S  structure  who  do  not  seem 
sympathic  to  the  plight  of  women  in 
this  society,  they  feel  that  they 
cannot  have  any  meaningful  say  in 
the  organization.  I  think  there  is 
room  for  these  people  and  their  ideas 
NOW  but,  equal  representation  would 
show,  unmistakeably,  that  CHAT  does 
want  to  know  and  struggle  seriously 
with  the  problems  of  women.  This  would 
be  appropriate  since  the  oppression  of 
homophiles  and  women  are  very   closely 
linked  and  therefore,  the  ideas  and 
feelings  of  women's  liberationists 
who  are  also  lesbians  can  be  of  in- 
valuable service  if  we  are  to  under- 
stand fully  the  roots  of  our  oppres- 
sion as  gays. 

I'm  sure  that  CHAT,  having  taken 
this  position  would  attract  and  hold 
other  women  too.  Like  one  woman  I 
spoke  to  who  doesn't  fall  into  the 
above  categories  who  said  -  I  thought 
that  was  the  way  it  was  -  of  course 
it  should  be  official  -  it's  so  basic 
-  so  obvious. 

There  are  probably  more  reasons 
than  the  above  for  why  I  support  this 
amendment.  These  were  the  ones  that 
sprung  to  mind  immediately.  As  far 
as  attracting  more  women  -  that's  only 
a  probability  -  a  good  one,  I  think  - 
but  maybe  it  won't  attract  any.  How- 
ever, I'm  sure  that  it  won't  drive 
any  away.  And,  for  any  women  that 
do  come  -  for  any  reason  -  it  will 
show  that  the  women  in  CHAT  aren't 
an  auxiliary  and  have  equal  respect 
and  trust  invested  in  them  bv  the 
CHAT  membership.  I  feel  that  the 
reasons  given  before  "attracting  more 
women",  are  the  most  important  be- 
cause they  deal  with  us  as  we  are  now. 
There  is  a  possibility  that  the  bene- 
fits that  I  expect  the  adoption  of 
this  amendment  would  bring  to  CHAT 
and  hopefully,  to  the  entire  community, 
might  be  garnered  without  the  amend- 
ment. However,  what  is  to  be  lost 
and  what  gained  by  acceptance.  Do 
we  lose  anything  if  we  do  accept  this 
amendment?  Surely  not  if  common  un- 
derstanding, decision  and  action  is 
our  goal.  Are  the  women  in  CHAT  less 
capable  or  trustworthy  or  responsible 
than  the  men?  I  think  not  and  I  am 

Sr?«?Y9hee:  G1ven  that'  wh^  would 
be  lost  by  having  women  take  an  equal 
share  in  the  responsibility  of  direct- 
ing CHAT.  I  feel  that  theymembersMj 
of  CHAT  risks  nothing  in  adopting  th?s 
•proposal  and  that  the  possibility  of 
gaming  deeper  insights  and  mutual 
benefits  leading  to  more  constructive 
service  and  action  is  greatly  increas- 
ed by  accepting  wholeheartedly  this 
amendment.  ' 
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Gays  In  the  Media 
Continued 
moved  away  from  the  pretty-girl   im- 
age to  the  intelligent,  hard  working 
female  journalist.     But  this  has   tak- 
en  time   to  achieve. 

How  does  Gay  Liberation  fit  into 
all  of  this?    Well,  I  doubt  if  any 
news   department  knows  whom  on   its 
staff  may  be  gay.     That  is  hot  im- 
portant,   1   am  more   concerned  with 
the  manner  in  which   information   re- 
lating to  gays  is  reported.     As 
blacks   and  women  enter  the   field  of 
journalism   they   are  able   to  push 
their  political/social    attitudes   into 
their  material,  to  give  it  the  added 
scope   of  their  own  personality.     This 
is   understood  from  the  beginning. 
After  all  a  black  is  going  to  relate 
to   life   in  context  of  his   cultural 
background  just  as  is  a  woman,  or  a 
newsman   of  any  other  minority  group. 
But  for  the  homosexual  this  is  not 
so.     The  gay  reporter  not  yet  allowed 
to  promulgate  his  own  attitudes  ag- 
gressively.    Rather,  he  must  rely  on 
those  committed  gay  liberationists 
who  are  ready  and  willing  to  protest 
the  attitudes  of  an  anti-gay  society. 
The  gay  journalist  must  rely  on  the 
liberation  movement  to  provide  him 
with  the  material   to  write,  inter- 
view and  generally  cover  gay  stories. 

The  onus  therefore  is  on  the  lib- 
eration movement  itself.     In  making 
a  survey  of  three  television  stations 
and  five  radio  stations  in  the  Metro 
Toronto  area,   is  has  been  suggested 
that  the  gay  movement  has  not  sent 
releases  on  any  of  the  matters  of 
concern  to  the  community  to  the  med- 
ia.    However,  spokesmen  for  gay  lib 
say  releases  were  sent  to  various 
stations.     Two  television  news  dir- 
ectors said  that  they  would  cover 
gay  protests  which  they  thought  were 
indicitive  of  the  gay  community's 
feelings  on  specific  items.     But  how, 
asked  one,  can  we  be  expected  to  be- 
come involved  in  something  we  know 
nothing  of?    The  point  is  most  valid. 
Nevertheless,   the  question  still   re- 
mains, why  is  gay  still   something  to 
be  snickered  at?    Wel.l   again,   I  must 
point   the  finger  at  the  gay   community 
itself.     Black   liberation,  and  female 
liberation  were  laughed  at  too.     The 
reasons:   one,  uncertainty  usually 
makes  one  fearful   and  that   leads  to 
making  light  of  the  situation.     The 
other,  and  probably  the  most  import- 
ant; once  the  group  is  humourized  it 
will   continue  to  be  the  subject  of 
snickering  until  gays  protest  and 
protest  loudly.     Protest  is  the  only 
solution.     That  coupled  of  course  with 
education.     Our  main  concern  is  to 
let  the  community  at  large  know  that 
we  too  are  citizens,  that  we  are  in- 
volved and  that  we  insist  on  our 
rights  as  human  beings.     By  involving 
the  media  we  can  certainly  accomplish 
this  in  a  much  faster  way. 


Robert  Brett  Sands 
freelance  journalist  and 
assistant  producer  for 
TV- 11  news  and  public 
affairs. 


some  of  my  bitterness  and  cynicism, 
my  stifled  rage  against  a  society  that 
has  forced  me  to  live  a  life  of  a 
celibate   for  so  many  years.      I   am  now 
more  determined   than  ever  to  work 
throuah  the  channels  I  have  chosen  to 
change  our  society   into  one   in  which 
every  person,  including  every  gay  per- 
son, can  achieve  his  fullest  potential. 

. __  Elgin  Blair.      


Non-Urban  Gay  Qtetto 
Continued 

Much  has  been  written  about  the 
urban  phenomena  and  it  is  undeniable 
that  cities  tend  to  have  a  large  con- 
centration of  gay  people.  Therefore 
it  is  understandable  that  the  gay 
liberation  movement  has  begun  in  these 
places.  Yet  collectively  the  majority 
of  the  gay  population  must  still  be 
living  outside  these  larger  centres, 
and  thus  are  desperately  in  need  of 
a  sense  of  community. 

University  organizations  in  smal- 
ler cities  which  seem  to  suffer  from 
a  turnover  in  executive  and  member- 
ship should  perhaps  seek  a  stable 
base  in  the  community  and  act  as  cat- 
alysts for  the  foundation  of  community 
groups.  When  the  movement  can  boast 
a  Sudbury  Gay  Liberation  Group,  or 
a  Kingston  Homophile  Association  we 
will  indeed  be  well  along  the  road 
to  liberation. 

Hugh  Brewster 
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Unitarian  Gay  Caucus 
Continued 

The  young  gay  liberationists  in 
Toronto  Gay  Action,  in  CHAT,  in  the 
University  groups  have  given  me  the 
courage  to  grow  stonger  within  myself 
during  the  past  year,  and  to  overcome 


A  new  organization  has  been  bornl 
It's  name  is  Gays  of  Ottawa,  to  be 
known  as  GO. 

As  you  may  know,  on  28  August,  1971, 
was  held  the  first  Canadian  Gay  Rally 
on  the  steps  of  Centre  Block,  Parlia- 
ment Buildings  here  in  the  National 
Capital.  There  was  a  rather  poor  res- 
ponse from  the  Ottawa  gay  citizens 
as  a  result  of  terrential  rain,  and 
boor  publicity.  Rain  can't  be  helped, 
but  why  poor  publicity?  Because  there 
was  no  organisation  in  this  city  to 
tell  gays  of  the  Rally.  Also,  because 
there  was  no  organisation  here,  the 
gay  community  had  no  collective  body 
to  air  their  grievances;  hence,  each 
dissatisfied  gay  was  alone:  an  island 
of  discontent. 

We,  the  Provisional  Executive  of 
GO,  hope  that  our  organisation  will 
provide  such  an  organ  for  gays  who 
are  discriminated  against  (  as  we  all 
are  ).  We  shall  try,  also,  to  encom- 
pass as  broad  a  sphere  as  possible 
for  all  gays  in  the  Ottawa  area  -- 
educational,  legal,  medical,  religious 
and  social.  It  is  our  policy  that  all 
of  our  programmes  be  bi lingual ly 
English  and  French  (to  reflect  the 
two  major  cultural  and  linguistical 
groups  within  the  city). 

We  shall  try  to  dispel  the  fear 
that  permeates  the  very  fibre  of  gays 
in  Ottawa.  To  do  this  we  cannot  run 
a  radical,  quasi-revolutionary,  mil- 
itant organisation;  we  must  use  dif- 
ferent tactics.  We  are  bound  to  run 
into  difficulties,  (even  with  this 
more  moderate  approach)  with  the  'die- 
hard' conservatives,  and  closet  cases 
who  want  to  enforce  the  status  quo. 
The  support  of  our  brothers  and 
sisters  in  this  Province  and  through- 
out the  Dominion,  is  needed.  The  co- 
operation of  American  gay  organisations 
is  requested  as  is  support  from  sim- 
ilar organisations  abroad.  By  thus 
joining  hand-in-hand  we  may  achieve 
°ur  goals. 


L 


